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Editorial 


A FRANK APPEAL. 

In the February issue of The World To-Day 
F. A. Delano, president of the Wabash Railway, 
has given expression to his ideas relating to the 
rate controversy in a manner that will appeal to 
those seeking real light. ; 

One phase of the difficulties surrounding its 
consideration, the author shows to be an almost 
insurmountable obstacle to a fair understanding. 
This obstructive factor is the impossibility of so 
analyzing your our business as to make its intrica- 
ties clear to those engaged in an entirely dissimilar 
cccupation. Mr. Delano has taken the trouble to 
barticularize in illustrating the point, by giving 
fxamples making plain his meaning, and our belief 
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is that his comments will induce kindly reflection. 
Long experience with the transportation problem in 
its various branches gives to his deductions a value 
resulting from an intimate personal knowledge. 

The article is worth reading from start to fin- 
ish with care, and such a perusal will help towards 
a better appreciation of him and men like him, who 
invite no contentious discussion. It is temperate 
opinion and co-operation that must finally afford 
a solution for our present differences. 


WANTED—A LEADER UNAFRAID. 


A distinguished foreigner now in the United 
States spoke in a recent address, in part, as fol- 
lows: 


“I am always hoping there will arise a greater 
number of men who, in countries like England, 
France, and the United States, where there is so 
great an opportunity, who will devote themselves 
from the first to the task of forming clear and defi- 
nite Opinions upon the great question of policy and 
hammer these opinions in upon the people day after 
day and week after week. 

“I am convinced there is a great career open to 
anyone who will carefully and deliberately set him- 
self, with talent, with honesty, and, above all, with 
credit, with courage that is not afraid of temporary 
unpopularity, to render that service to his country, 
It is an opportunity that any man might be glad to 
take.” 

Referring to the “Courage that is not afraid of 
temporary unpopularity,” he sounds the slogan that 
must be any man’s who is really of value as a public 
influence. This carries no lack of regard for public 
favor, but looks at popularity as second to con- 
science and just policies. 

In the country’s history the need for such cour- 
age has never been greater. This is true not only 
to insure necessary reforms, but to see that they 
take rational and effective channels. 


REACHES MINIMUM .REPARATION. 

Oklahoma City, Okla., February 10.—The state cor- 
poration commission has awarded a refund of 6 cente to 
J. S. Boyer of Morrison in payment of two claims for 
overcharges on shipments from Enid to Morrison. The 
rate charged by the defendant road in each case was 54 
cents; the correct charge was 51 cents. This is the 
smallest refund in the history of the commission, while 
the largest was one for $2,400 with interest to the Craw- 


ford-Fuller Lumber Company on lumber shipped between 
various state points. 





AUTHORIZES LEASE TO NEW YORK CENTRAL. 


Albany, N. Y., February 10.—The public service com- 
mission, second district, has approved of the lease of the 
property of the New York & Ottawa Railway Company 
to the New York Central & Hudson River Railroad Com- 
pany for a term of one year, commencing on February 1, 
1911. The lease in question is renewed each year. 








































THE CONFLICT 


Washington, D. C., February 10. 
—The interpretation of interstate 
commerce began quite early in the 
history of the country, as we under- 
stand. Our idea is that the disposi- 
tion to tax the products of one state 
when sold in another was primarily 
the cause, and as that was before 
there was much rail transportation, 
it cannot be said that railways were 
even of incidental thought at that 








time. . 


Going further to the period of important railway 
growth, most students will, we fancy, regard the trans- 
portation companies as only incidents in general com- 
merce. The part of the conservative is to estimate cor- 
rectly, if possible, their effect upon commercial growth, 
and, taking into account all the conditions making up 
commerce, to be satisfied in his own mind whether this 
factor has obtained more than its share of the benefits. 

This cannot be determined either by taking sections 
of the country where lack of development may have 
been unfairly restrained, but must include a national 
survey. We must ask ourselves the question: Have we 
as a people grown more rapidly and more substantially 
through transportation than from any other cause? If 
we answer in the affirmative, as it seems we must, we 
are face to face with the query: Have we and are we 
paying too much for this service? 

There are those who believe we are paying too 
much for the service and there are those who believe 
the service is entitled to more remuneration, but look at 
the plan for apportionments as unfair. The one class 
regards present schedules as maximum rates; the other 
seeks their retention because of inequalities in proposed 
distribution; the result being that both ask suspension 
of any increases in the tariffs. 

It seems to us that some really practical benefits 
might follow very closely upon an exhibit by those who 
consider apportionment out of line, if some clear recom: 
mendations were made relating to proper alignment. 


Men of experience as shippers’ representatives, who note 
carefully the relative positions of the various classes of 
traffic, are competent to throw much light on this phase 
of rate-making. A willingness to inform the public to the 
extent of their investigations might be one of the really 


valuable things right now. 


We are in a position at present when every form 
of prejudice ought to be forgotten and everyone ought 
to try to bring about the most favorable conditions. Our 
our need of more facilities and in- 
creased service in nearly all sections, are things that 
can only come about soon by a return to barmoni- 


growing country, 


ous relations between shipper and carrier. 
moment he will show the path. 


the responsibility. W. B. B. 


SMALL EXPRESS PARCELS TO CANADA. 


Washington, D. C., February 10.—Express parcels of 
small value were received in Canada from the United 
States during the eight months ended November 30, 1910, 


The only imports of this char- 
acter from other countries were $8 worth from England. 


appraised at $1,187,740. 
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Whoever 
sees a practical way to such a result is a benefactor the 
There are some. men 
equal to the obligations it involves if they will accept 
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DIGEST OF WASHINGTON NEWs 


Important Happenings of the Capital City Con. 
densed for Reference for the Business Man 





The purpose of this department is to give in brief fom 
not only items of interest concerning the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, but also a summary of the more important new 
of the White House, Congress and various governmenta! bu. 
reaus. 





INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 


Washington, D. C., February 10.—Many shippers ap 
parently are not aware that a limitation is placed by the 
law for the regulation of interstate commerce on the time 
in which claims for reparation from common carriers 
must be filed with the Commission. Section 16 of the act 
provides: “All complaints for the recovery of damage 
shall be filed with the Commission within two years fron 
the time the cause of action accrues, and not after.” The 
Commission is constantly in receipt of complaints for 
damages that are barred by this limitation clause. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission on Monday 
submitted to Congress a report, in response to a resolu 
tion adopted at the last session, on the cost of construc 
tion and maintenance of mail cars, covering those made 
of wood, steel, and those with steel underframes. The 
investigation was made by three experts of the Commis 
sion. Reports of the carriers—those of twenty-four rail. 
roads having been examined—show that the cost of 
maintenance of mail cars varies from $2.80 to $18 per 
thousand miles. The report says the steel car for use 
in passenger trains has passed the experimental stage, 
because of the rapid increase in the use of these kind 
for sleeping, coaches and dining cars. It is also stated 
that the steel car is safer than the wooden. 

The cost of modern cars is given as follows: 

Wooden, $7,500 to $8,000. 

Steel, $9,500 to $10,500. 

Steel underframe, $8,500 to $9,000. 

Repairs to wooden cars should not exceed $7.50 per 
thousand miles, and cleaning $1.50. The life of the 
wooden car is from 25 to 28 years. As the steel cali 
have not been in use long enough, it is not possible t 
give a reasonable estimate of their life. For heating 
cars it requires from 12 to 15 pounds of bituminous coal 
an hour. A fair average of the cost of heating cars 
would be 50 cents per thousand miles during the entire 
year, or $1 per thousand miles during the heating se 
son, which is about six months in the year. To light 
cars by gas costs $2.75 per thousand miles, and {0 
electricity 25 per cent more. 

Figuring on a basis of 100,000 miles an hour pé 
annum, the total annual cost of maintaining postal ca! 
would be $1,225, using gas for lighting. These estimate 
do not include the taking into account of insurance, 
taxes, interest, depreciation, renewals, not called for Y 
the resolution, but which would properly be figured iD 
the cost. 

In the matter of a proposed advance in rates 
rice and rice products by the Southern Pacific and 
other carriers, carried in Christian’s I. ©. C. No. § 
Joint Tariff No. 3C, effective February 7, the Interstate 
Commerce Commission has issued an order suspending 
such rates until June 6, 1911. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has ordered 
the proposed advance of rates on the transportation of 
cream and condensed milk by the Cincinnati, Hamilton 
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& Dayton Railway, incorporated in its I. C. C. No. 2061, 











































Passenger Department Tariff 12, effective February 16, 
to be suspended until May 1, 1911. 
The Interstate Commerce Commission has vacated 


the order suspending until. April 15 Supplement 9 to 


1 Cc. €. No. 2454 of the Morgan’s Louisiana & Texas 
Railway & Steamship Company, canceling rates with 
certain tap line connections, except those relating to 
points on the Gulf & Sabine River Railroad, the Lake 
Charles Railway & Navigation Company, the Louisiana 
& Pacific, the Missouri & Louisiana Railway and the 
Woodworth & Louisiana Railway. As to those points, 
the suspension remains in force. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has vacated 


the order of suspension of schedule known as Supple- 
No. 3 to I. C. C. No. 560, filed by the Interna- 
tional & Great Northern Railroad, canceling rates with 
certain tap line connections. 

In the matter of the application of certain 
companies for an extension of time within 
with the provisions of Section 3 of the Act 
to Supplement the Safety Appliance Acts (Public No. 
33), approved April 14, 1910, the Interstate Commerce 
Commission has issued the following orders: 

“That a hearing be held in the office of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission in Washington, D. C., be- 
ginning at 10 o’clock in the morning of February 
1911, for the purpose of permitting all .persons inter- 
ested to show cause as to why an extension of the 
period within which any common carrier shall comply 
with the provisions of said Section 3 with respect, to 
the equipment of cars actually in service upon the 
date of the passage of said act, should or should not 
be made; and, further, for the purpose of considering 
such modifications or changes as may be necessary in 
the standards of equipment designated by the Com- 
mission in its order of October 13, 1910.” 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has ordered 
a suspension until June 9, 1911, of certain rules and 
regulations on the transportation of articles to Atlanta, 
Ga.. via the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, 
forth in Supplement 6 to I. C. C. 
el C.g, . 

The Commission has suspended until May 1, 1911, 
Supplement 6 of I. C. C. 2506, in regard to certain al- 
lowances by the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad. 

Supplement 5, I. C. C. 4958, and Supplement 6, 
I. C. C. 4958, by the Atchison, Topeka & St. Louis 
Railroad, in regard to the transportation of cement, kas 
been suspended until July 1, 1911. 
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COMMERCE COURT. 


The Commerce Court will hold its public business ses- 
sion next Wednesday noon. Judges of the new court held 
their first meeting here this week to discuss rules of 
procedure and practice and to examine candidates for 
positions under it. 

The following appointments have been announced: 

Clerk—George Fletcher Snyder. 

Deputy Clerk—Walter L. Hinman. 

Marshal—F. Jerome Starek. 

Deputy Marshal—James L. Murphy. 

Mr. Snyder hails from West Virginia. He is a prom- 
inent lawyer and clubman. He has been clerk of the 
Senate committee on interstate commerce for four years 
and was secretary to the late Senator Elkins. The 





THE TRAFFIC WORLD AND TRAFFIC BULLETIN 


211 


marshal is at present chief clerk in the office of the inter- 
nal revenue bureau, while his deputy is an employe of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission. Mr. Hinman holds 
a White House clerkship. 

CANADIAN RECIPROCITY. 

President Taft has let it be known that if the Senate 
does not act on the Canadian treaty he will call an extra 
session of Congress. While this has been apparent for 
some time it was not until Senators Carter (Mont.) and 
Crane (Mass.) went to the White House on Wednesday 
for the specific purpose of ascertaining his position that 
the President made the positive statement. They re- 
turned to the capitol and immediately busied themselves 
in an attempt to win over the opponents. It will be 
some time before the result will be definitely known. 
Meanwhile the President will make several speeches in 
Ohio and Illinois in favor of the treaty. Secretary of 
Agriculture Wilson has written a letter calculated to 
bring the farmers into line and will make an address in 
Buffalo on Washington’s birthday, and possibly others. 
It is expected the treaty will be reported to the House 
on Friday or Saturday. The paper manufacturers and 
the publishers have locked horns over the paper and 
pulp provisions. The former are fighting hard for an 
amendment which the latter claim will utterly deprive 
them of any benefit under the treaty. 

The republicans are anxious to avoid an extra ses- 
sion and the President has a tactical advantage. 
is an extra session 


If there 
the House will be completely re- 
organized ‘and most of the republican employes will be 
replaced by democrats at once. Otherwise the repub- 
lican employes would hold on until next December. While 
the political complexion of the Senate will remain un- 
changed the changes in the personnel will lead to a re- 
organization that will make shifts in committee chair- 
manships and places all along the line, and probably 
many of the present employes will be changed. Those 
senators and representatives interested in having their 
proteges retained as long as possible are naturally anx- 
ious to avoid an extra session. 

It now seems that the House will pass the Canadian 
reciprocity bill to-day, it being the intention to report 
the same from the ways and means committee, 
report a rule from the committee on ules, take 
it up and pass it without delay. The paper manu- 
facturers are seeking an amendment that will post- 
pone action on that’ part of the treaty relating 
to paper and wood pulp. They maintain that under 
the construction of the Payne-Aldrich bill by the Treas- 
ury Department precedents show that logs from pri- 
vate lands in Canada, and paper made from such logs, 
would be entitled to free entry into the United States 
under the reciprocity treaty, while the paper made in 
this country would be subjected to Canadian duty until 
such time as the provinces saw fit to remove the export 
charges on logs from crown lands. It is claimed the 
treaty can be amended in this respect without invali- 
dating its other features, and the paper manufacturers 
are quoting Secretary of State Knox as their authority 
that at best the section in question was of a tentative 
character only. 

The democratic members of the Senate will hold 
a caucus this morning to determine their course on 
the reciprocity bill and the bill for a tariff board. 
Indications are that they will favor the treaty and 
oppose the tariff board. 
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At a caucus of the democratic members of the 
House on Monday night it was decided that they would 
support the Canadian reciprocity bill. The vote was 
20 to 22. On motion of Representative Clark (Mo.), 
floor leader and prospective speaker, it was made unani- 
mous. This action insures passage by the House when 
the bill is presented. 

To hear the opposition which developed toward 
the Canadian reciprocity treaty, the ways and means 
committee last Saturday began which con- 
tinued until Thursday evening. The principal opposition 
is from the lumber, malt and farming interests of the 
Northwest. 


hearings, 


Saturday President Edward Hines of Chicago, of 
the National Lumber Manufacturers’ Association, op- 
posed the treaty and asked that it be amended so that 
lumber could come ihm from this country and be 
manufactured here. Under the treaty it had to be 
manufactured in Canada. The result would be dis- 
astrous to American mills. He said that the Payne 
tariff reduction of the lumber duty had _ seriously 
interfered with the industry. In reply to questions from 
members of the committee, he denied that there was 
a combination among the lumbermen to raise prices. 
The wholesale price of lumber to-day, he declared, was 
lower than it was in ‘1892. The cost of manufacturing 
by the mills had been increased by raises in freight 
rates, labor and materials, he said. 

C, W. Buttz, a farmer of North Dakota, opposed the 
treaty also, saying it would increase the income of the 
transportation companies and lower those of the farm- 
ers. Representative Malby of New York also opposed 
the treaty, on the ground that it would injure the 
agricultural interests of his district. 

Alfred S. Hall of Boston, representing the Inter- 
national Paper Company, opposed the wood and pulp 
schedule, saying tha this industry was not making 
money under present conditions and that free paper 
would result seriously to the paper industry. 

A delegation representing malt interests of Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul also opposed the reduction of 
the barley and malt duties by the treaty. 

Opposition to the paper schedule was heard Mon- 
day morning from a 


delegation of paper manu- 
facturers from northern New York, which included 
Mayor F. M. Hugo, E. B. Sterling, S. B. Upham 


of Watertown; W. Van Allen, A. R. Ball, H. J. Cadrow 
of Carthage; Rudolph Pagenstecher, Chester W. Lyman, 
A. C. Hastings, W. B. Hastings and Frank Sensenbrenner 
of New York City; J. P. Lewis of Beaver Falls, N. Y.; 
John Luke of West Virginia, and Mr. Drew of New 


Hampshire. John Norris of New York, representing the 
American Newspaper Publishers’ Association, was in 


attendance in favor of the treaty. Members of the com- 
mittee closely questioned them as to their expressed 
fears of injury to the paper industry when the Payne 
tariff law was under consideration when, as a matter of 
fact, paper was now higher than ever. They replied by 
saying that the fear was natural because of an impend- 
ing revision of the tariff and said that the prices were 
regulated by the law of supply and demand and Cana- 
dian restrictions. “You have fixed the prices among 
yourselves and it is another case of a trust,” said Repre- 
sentative Clark. “I do not see the force of your fears.” 
The committee also questioned the witnesses on the fact 
that 72 million pounds of paper are exported and that 
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the prices in foreign countries are lower than here 
They said a tariff on Canadian paper was designed t 
cover the difference in cost of production in both coun 
tries and to afford a “reasonable margin of profit.” 

At Tuesday’s hearing E. W. McCullough of Chi. 
cago, secretary. and general manager of the National 
Implement and Vehicle Association, representing man- 
ufacturers and wholesalers of all lines of agricultura 
implements, said that organization heartily indorsed 
the treaty. The capital represented by the associa- 
tion, he said, amounted to $500,000,000, and there were 
250,000 employes in the industry. A canvass of the 
members of the association showed all of them who 
are interested in the development of trade with Canad 
to favor the reciprocity arrangement. He expressed fo 
the association its satisfaction with the treaty, becaus 
it would be an important step toward more satisfactory 
trade relations with Canada. 

The representatives of the paper manufacturers con- 
tinued their opposition before the committee. A nunm.- 
ber of petitions have been received, some favoring and 
others opposing the treaty. 

Representative Humphrey of Washington opposed 
the treaty at Wednesday’s hearing, saying there was no 
market for American goods in western Canada and that 
it would injure Washington and the Northwest farmers 
From questions by the committee, he admitted that it 
would increase the American fruit trade in Canada. Mr. 
Humphrey said that only this week a business man had 
told him that he was planning the inauguration of a 
steamship line from the Atlantic to the Pacific, through 
the Panama Canal, with whose low rates no railroad 
could compete. Mr. Humphrey said the treaty would 
injure the dairy, lumber and general farming interests 
of the Northwest. “The Canadians fear American com- 
petition more than Americans fear Canadian competi- 
tion,’ Representative Hill of Connecticut interrupted. 

Representative Dwight of New York presented 
telegram from the Tompkins County Grange of that state 
against the treaty as an “unjust discrimination to 
farmers and in favor of the manufacturers.” 

R. B. Grant of Clayton, N. Y., representing th 
Watertown Produce Exchange and farmers, and an ex 
tensive dairy and cheese manufacturer, opposed the 
treaty, saying it would injure the American dairy in 
dustry. , 

The Malt Manufacturers’ Association of Buffalo, N 
Y., has filed a statement with the committee refuting thi 
claims of the opposition of the western maltsters and 
heartily indorsing the treaty. The opposition statements 
are declared to be misleading and unjust and the treat) 
is defended, its ratification meaning an expansion of 
trade, with no injury to the farmers. The opposition 
fears are declared to be more imaginary than real. 

Thursday, John Norris, representing the Americal 
Newspaper Publishers’ Association, will defend thi 
woodpulp and paper schedule in the treaty, clearing UI 
the situation which has been confused by the opposition 
Mr: Norris says it is advisable to adopt the paper clause 
as it is. the only hope of American paper interests and 
gives equal reciprocity to both countries. 

The New York State Grange has telegraphed Sena 
tor Depew of New York and other senators against the 
treaty, saying it would directly injure farmers by su) 
jecting them to competition with foreign farm products, 
giving them no compensation in the shape of lower 
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prices for manufactured articles. 
receive the same share 
turers, the Grange says. 


The farmers ought to 
of protection as do manufac- 
The treaty is classed as “one- 
sided and unjust in that it unfairly discriminates against 
the farmer.” 

Senator Depew has received and presented to the 
petitions of the common council and the Amicus 
Club of Buffalo, indorsing the treaty on the ground that 
it will benefit the country, especially the Canadian bor- 
der. . 


Senate 


The 


the 


Retail Merchants’ 
Republican Club of Keene, N. H., favor the 
reciprocity treaty in petitions to Congress, 
while the following organizations have protested against 
it: Congress of Knights of Labor; Commercial Club 


of Fargo, N. D.; Farmers’ Club of Barnes County, North 
Dakota. 


CONGRESS. 


Congress has entered on 
weeks of the session, 


Association of New York 
and 


Canadian 


the first of the last four 
with conditions congested to an 
unprecedented degree. The House has practically com- 
pleted its preliminary work on the appropriation bills, 
which must originate in that body, but it has several 
yet to consider, the most important being the naval bill. 
The Senate has acted on several, but most of them are 
yet to be 


considered, while practically all must go 
through conference committees and both Senate and 
House again before reaching the White. House. All 


this takes time, especially, as in the case of the Sen- 
ate, the same senators may be on conference com- 
mittees on several different bills and find it difficult to 
attend the conferences while so much is before the 
Senate. The Hou will also have before it the Cana- 
dian reciprocity ms ver, the question of reapportionment, 
the mail subvention and other important general legis- 
lation and any amount of minor matters. The Senate, 
in addition to the appropriation bills, has in hand the 
resolution providing for direct election of senators by 
an amendment to the Constitution, the Lorimer case, the 
Alaskan coal land bill, the question of amending the 
rules of the Senate to provide for tariff revision by 
Schedules instead of as a whole, the tariff commission 
bill and other matters, all provocative of debate. 


In the case of the proposed constitutional amend- 
ment relating to the election of senators, it is not be- 
lieved that it can command the necessary two-thirds 
vote, although a majority vote is apparently assured. 


On this question the House will doubtless follow the 
lead of the Senate, as that body will adopt the action 
of the House on reapportionment. As the scheme of 
holding the membership of the House at 391, its present 
figure, will necessitate reductions in -membership from 
certain states, it will be strongly fought, and its op- 
Ponents claim they have enough votes to defeat it. 
Chairman Tawney (Minn.) of the appropriations com- 
mittee will lead the fight against an increase of repre- 
Sentatives, because of the additional expense involved. 
Opposition to the tariff board bill is so pronounced that 
it is extremely doubtful if any more can be done than 
to ack a rider on the sundry civil bill making an 
appropriation continuing the work of the present 
board, which is acting in the capacity of personal ad- 
Visers to the President. 

With little debate, but no opposition, both 
Houses of Congress passed the bill providing for the 


for 





some 
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federal inspection of railroad locomotive boilers. The 
only amendment of the House to the bill as it passed 
the Senate was a limitation on the appropriation for 
the legislation to $300,000 in one year, which was agreed 
to by the Senate on motion of Senator Burkett. Chair- 
man Mann (lill.) of the interstate commerce committee 
explained that the bill had been agreed to by the rep- 
resentatives of the railroads and railroad employes’ 
organizations. ‘Is it believed the result of the legis- 
lation will be the lessening of railroad accidents?” 
asked Representative Fitzgerald (N. Y.). Mr. Mann 
said it was believed by the railroads and the employes 
that it would lessen boiler explosions. In fact, since 
the bills on the subject had been introduced there had 
been a decrease in the explosions because of the in- 
creased precaution taken by the railroads in the inspec- 
tion of boilers. Mr. Mann thought the bill would work 
satisfactorily, but, if not, could be changed by subse- 
quent legislation. Representative Madden (Ill.) thought 
the inspection might be made by the present Marine 
Boiler Inspection Bureau of the government, and that 
the creation of a new inspection bureau was unneces- 
sary. He was in harmony with the theory of the 
legislation, but believed it would be better executed 
under the bureau already existing and which has the 
experience, than it would be by the new bureau. Mr. 
Mann said a new bureau was not established for the 
inspection. On his motion, members of the House were 
granted five days within which to print in the Record 
speeches on the bill. Representative Cooper (Wis.) 
suggested ambiguity in the provision for bringing suits 
for violation of the act, saying the district attorneys 
could only bring suit upon direction of the attorney- 
general, which would cause delays. Both Chairman 
Mann and Representative Bartlett (Ga.) said the bill 
needed perfecting, but as it was meritorious, it had 
not been thought proper to endanger its passage by 
amending, which would tend to delay. 

Representatives Madden (lIll.) and Lenroot (Wis.) 
urged a favorable report on the Madden physical valua- 
tion railroad bill before the House committee 
state commerce. The committee will hear the railroads 
next Tuesday. General Counsel Thom of the Southern 
Railway will speak at that time. Representative Norris 
(Neb.) is expected to address the committee in favor of 
the measure. 

The republican caucus of last Thursday reached the 
conclusion that the present membership of the House 
should not be increased and directed the census com- 
mittee to prepare a bill for 391 members at the proper 
ratio. This will cause a decrease in representation‘ from 
some states, while that of others will be increased. It 
was felt that the House is sufficiently unwieldy with 
its present membership, and to add a sufficient number 
so that the representation of no state would be reduced 
would entail an additional cost of from $500,000 to 
$1,000,000 per annum for salaries and perquisites. 

The bill already passed by the Senate authorizing 
the Sheridan Railway and Light Company to construct 
a railway through the Fort Mackenzie Military Reserva- 
tion in Wyoming has been favorably reported to the 


on inter- 


House by Chairman Hull (Iowa) of the military com- 
mittee. 

Senator Piles (Wash.), from the committee on com- 
merce, has favorably reported the bill granting right- 
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of-way through lands in West Virginia to 
hannon & Northern Railroad Company. 

The bill for the relief of the Alabama Great South- 
ern Railroad Company has been favorably reported from 
the postoffice committee by Senator Bankhead (Ala.). 
It pays to the railroad $12,092.56, the balance due from 
the government for erroneous mail pay deductions ex- 
acted from the company, covering its line from the Ala- 
bama-Mississippi state line to Meridian, Miss. The Court 
of Claims had barred the claim by the statute of lim- 
itations, but Postmaster-General Hitchcock said his de- 
partment had no objection on its merits if Congress 
wished to pay it. The claim is based on the fact that 
the route in question was not aided by grant of lands. 

Senator Clark (dem., Ark.) has been appointed a 
member of the Senate committee on interstate com- 
merce, succeeding the late Senator Hughes (Colo.). 

The new West Virginia senator, C. W. Watson, has 
been appointed to membership on the committees on rail- 
roads and transportation and sale of meat products. 

Senator Warner (Mo.) has introduced a bill amend- 


the Buck- 


ing the interstate commerce law so as to allow the 
railroads to give reduced rates to members of the 
G. A. R., going and returning from their state and 


national encampments. 

Representative Gardner (Mich.) has introduced a bill 
amending the interstate commerce law so 
railroads to give reduced rates to 


as to allow 
members of the 


G. A. R. and United Confederate Veterans and others 
going to and returning from their state or national 


encampments, and also to the commander in chief and 
adjutant general of the G. A. R. and U. C. V. during 
their terms of office. 

The G. A. R. of Gettysburg, Pa., has petitioned Con- 
gress for an appropriation to transport all soldiers who 
participated in the battle of Gettysburg from their 
homes to that field, on the fiftieth anniversary of the 
battle, provide for them there during the celebration 
and return them home. 

Employes of the Lake Erie & Western Railroad have 
petitioned Representative Korbly (Ind.) for legislation 
authorizing the railroads to. increase their rates of trans- 
portation, 

It is generally thought here that if the resolution 
to unseat Senator Lorimer (Ill.) comes to a vote in 
the Senate, he will be ousted. His friends are working 
hard to prevent a vote. 

Senator Oliver (Pa.) has introduced an amendment 
to the deficiency bill appropriating $23,057 to the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad Company, for expenses incurred during 
the quarantine of New York and Pennsylvania by the 
Agricultural Department during the foot and mouth 
disease in cattle a few years ago. 

Senator Warner (Mo.), at his request, because of his 
retirement from the Senate March 4, has been relieved 
from service on the Employers’ Liability and Workmen's 
Compensation Commission. 

The army appropriation bill passed by. the Senate 
increases the appropriation for traveling allowance for 
enlisted men on discharge by $150,000 and also the ap- 
propriation for mileage of officers and contract surgeons 
by $25,000. 

A bill has passed the House for the transportation 
of alcohol and high-proof spirits for the use of the 
United States by pipes direct from the distillery to 
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closed metal storage tanks in 
tank cars for shipment. 

Representative Macon (Ark.) has introduced a bill to 
prevent the use of the mails, telegraph or telephone and 
the railroads by amy company, corporation, etc., for pur- 
poses of interstate or foreign commerce where the aggre- 
gate value represented by their stocks, bonds, etc., ex 
ceeds the aggregate physical value of the property and 
the reasonable value of the business, privilege or fran 
chise that they are issued to represent the value of. 

Representative Moore (Pa.) has introduced a bill to 
celebrate the completion of the Panama Canal by estab- 
lishing in Washington a permanent memorial to com. 
merce and industry. 

The Senate has passed a bill restraining the Treas. 
ury Department from issuing 3 per cent Panama Canal 
bonds as security for national bank notes, 

Business interests throughout the country will doubt 


the warehouse and to 


less be unanimous in their approval of the bill which 
passed the House on Tuesday (having previously passed 
the Senate) authorizing the erection of bnildings in 
which to house our foreign embassies and legations 


Expenditures are limited to $150,000 for any one build- 
ing and to $500,000 in any one year. The lack of suit 
able quarters for our diplomatic representatives has long 
been the subject of unfavorable 
cans doing business abroad. 

The bill introduced by Senator Cullom providing fo 
a memorial to Abraham Lincoln at a cost of $2,000,00 
passed the House on Tuesday and becomes a law. It 
may take the form of a park, boulevard or monument, as 
the commission in charge sees fit. 

The Senate has passed the Smoot Dill authorizing 
the secretary of the treasury to receive gold bullion and 
foreign gold coin and issue gold certificates against 
up to an amount not exceeding one-third of the iota 
outstanding issue of such certificates. 

The Senate has passed a bill granting right-of-way) 
to the Buckhannon & Northern Railroad through cer- 
tain land in West Virginia, and the House has adopted 
a bill permitting the Pensacola, Mobile & Northern 
Railroad to construct a bridge across the Mobile River 

The Senate has confirmed George E. Martin of Ohio 
as judge of the Court of Customs Appeals. 

The House military committee has favorably reported 
a bill authorizing the Manhattan Railway Company to 
construct an electric railway across Fort Riley, Kan 
military reservation. 

The Senate has passed the bill revising and codifying 
the existing judicial laws regarding court procedure. A 
similar bill has been considered in the House 
Wednesday this session, with prospects of its passage be 
fore the session closes. The measure has been penditg 
three years. The bill does away with circuit courts el- 
tirely, their business being taken over by the disiric' 
courts. 

Representative Covington (Md.) has introduced a bill 
requiring interstate railroads after January 1, 1914, (0 
equip their passenger and mail cars with electric light 
ing. Failure to comply with the law will subject the 
carrier to a penalty of $100 for each offense. The Inter 
state Commerce Commission is given authority after hear 
and and for good cause to extend the period within 
which carriers shall comply with the act. Any employe 
of a carrier injured on a train not lighted by eleciricil) 
shall not be deemed to have assumed the risk, althous) 
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lawful use of the train hag been brought to his knowl- 
edge. 
SHIP-SUBSIDY LEGISLATION. 


The Senate, having passed the Gallinger mail sub- 
yention bill last Thursday, the question is now up to the 
House, where it is believed it will be passed if a vote 
can be had. If it does not become a law at this session 
the feeling is general that no attempt to revive the mer- 
chant marine will be made for at least some years. The 
bill scraped through the Senate only by the vote of Vice- 
President Sherman, who three times, in the case of a tie, 
87 to 37, cast the deciding vote in favor of the Gallinger 
bill. In the next Congress the “progressives,” who op- 
pose the proposition, will be stronger than now, and the 
friends of ship-subsidy will be weaker in the Senate, 
while the house will be democratic and nothing on this 
line could be expected. The democrats and progressives 
in the Senate voted solidly against the bill. 

Representative Humphrey (Wash.) has favorably re- 
ported from the merchant marine committee his bill 
to protect American trade against foreign shipping mo- 
nopolies. He says that more than 90 per cent of the 
trans-oceanic commerce of the country is carried by 
foreign ships which belong to pools and combines, and 
between which there is no competition. Their freight 
and passenger rates are fixed by agreement, he avers, 
and the rates are “unjust and exorbitant.” 

“They also largely dictate inland freights,” con- 
tinues Mr. Humphrey, “to such an extent that you can 
send a ton of crockery from Germany to Denver cheaper 
than from the factory in Ohio to Denver. Suit was 
brought by Peter Wright & Sons of Philadelphia some 
years ago against one of these foreign ship combines 
before the Interstate Commerce Commission. The an- 
swer of the foreign combines was that the Commission 
had no jurisdiction, and it was sustained.” Mr. Hum- 
phery refers to the suit brought by the attorney-general 
against the Hamburg-American Company and other for- 
eign lines for violating the Sherman act, and says the 
answer has been made similar to that in the Wright 
case. “It is not conceivable that the government stands 
helpless before this foreign monopoly or that we will 
have one law for our people and another for the for- 
eigner that does business in this country,” Mr. Humprey 
says. “This bill is to furnish an effective remedy and 
if it is enacted the government can compel these for- 
eign ship combines to obey our laws or exclude them 
from our ports. The bill has the indorsement of the 
Department of Justice and was unanimously reported 
by the committee.” 


ANTI-TRUST PROSECUTIONS HALTED. 


After considering the complaint prepared in the case 
of the alleged electrical combination, which it was ex- 
pected would be filed last week, Attorney-General Wick- 
ersham, it is understood, has decided that it would be 
inadvisable to institute new suits prior to the decisions 
@ the Supreme Court in the Standard Oil and Tobacco 
cases. It is possible, though not probable, that these de- 
dsions will be announced when the court reassembles on 
February 20. While the electrical combination prosecution 
Will be based on the alleged manipulation of patents, 
there are sufficient points of resemblance between it and 
those cases before the Supreme Court to lead Mr. Wick- 
@8ham to believe that the department’s hand will be 
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strengthened rather than weakened by the delay. Mean- 
while investigation into other combinations will be con- 
tinued, as will the prosecution of the beef trust and bath- 
tub trust cases. 


COTTON MANUFACTURERS MEET. 


The National Association of Cotton Manufacturers has 
been in session in this city. The National Association in- 
vited the members of the Association of Cotton Manufac- 
turers and of the Arkwright Club of Boston to meet with 
it, and those two allied associations were largely repre- 
sented. Among the matters discussed were ginning and 
baling of cotton, bills of lading, standard samples, a ware- 
house certificate scheme and the conservation of water 
and forests on the headwaters of the Appalachian range. 
President Hobbs of the National Association, in his ad- 
dress gave a brief history of the inception and growth 
of cotton manufacturing in the United States from 1721, 
when the first spindles were put in operation in Virginia, 
to the present time. In 1721 only seventy-two spindles 
were used, and the number has grown to more than 28,- 
250,000. The total value of the output last year was 
nearly $430,000,000. A banquet was given on Thursday 
evening at which Senator Lodge of Massachusetts asked 
the support of the association for the Weeks’ forestry 
bill now pending in Congress. 


PAN-AMERICAN CONFERENCE. 


The Pan-American Commercial Conference, which 
opens in Washington on February 13, promises to be one 
of the most important gatherings, so far as American 
trade is concerned, ever held in this country. Represen- 
tatives from "more than twenty Latin republics and 100 
boards of trade and chambers of commerce in this coun- 
try will be present. Every phase of American commerce 
and industrial life will be discussed. Much attention will 
be paid to the possibilities for trade with Central and 
South American republics by the opening of the Panama 
Canal. Among the speakers who will address the con- 
ference are W. A. Graham Clark, textile expert of the 
tariff board. Mr. Clark has lately returned from an ex- 
tended tour in which he visited more than twenty of the 
Latin republics. He will discuss the canal and its possi- 
bilities. O. P. Austin, chief of the statistical bureau of 
the Department of Commerce and Labor; Charles M. Pep- 
per, Henry L. Janes and Mack H. Davis, trade experts 
of the Department of State, and Phaner J. Elder of New 
York will also address the conference. Mr. Elder will 
talk on Colombia and its future. J. W. Farrell, the new 
president of the Steel Trust, will also speak. 

GREAT LAKES COMMERCE. 

The Department of Commerce and Labor, through 
its bureau of statistics, has been gathering some _ in- 
formation in regard to commerce on the Great Lakes 
during the calendar year 1910. In the shipment of 
merchandise between domestic lake points a new record 
was established, the shipments reaching 86,732,316 tons, 
as against 80,974,605 tons in 1909. About 54 per cent, 
or 41,517,641 tons, was made up of iron ore. This was 
about the average of the shipments of iron ore for 
the five-year period. Of the total ore shipments, 36.- 
696,296 tons are credited to Lake Superior ports and 
4,821,345 to Lake Michigan ports. Eighty-two per cent 
was destined to Lake Erie ports for transportation far- 
ther east. 

The shipments of soft coal show a gain of 35 per 






















































































cent over the previous year, the shipments proceeding 
mainly from Lake Erie ports. Sixty per cent of the soft 
coal shipments was for Duluth, Superior and Milwaukee. 

Lumber shipments are slowly decreasing year by 
year. The shipments of grain also show a decrease 
from 1909. 


PANAMA RAILROAD. 


That the Panama Railroad is a bar to American 
trade and commerce, is the statement made in a letter 
to Director-General Barrett of the Pan-American Union 
from a large Latin-American exporting company. The 
letter says that the rates charged for transportation 
by the Panama Railroad cause the loss of many thou- 
sands of dollars annually to American manufacturers, 
as they are practically prohibitive. The letter gives an 
instance of how one order for $50,000 worth of cement 
destined for Panama was lost to the American manu- 
facturers of cement because of the freight tariff, which 
the exporting company denounces as “exorbitant.” It 
costs only 40 cents a barrel to send cement from New 
York to Colon, a distance of more than 2,000 miles, 
while the railroad demands 80 cents to transport it 
from Colon to Panama, a distance of only 50 miles. The 
letter further states that England, Germany and Bel- 
zium are outbidding the United States in contracts in- 
tended for West Coast and Panama delivery, the freight 
charges on the railroad giving them the opportunity to 
cut below what American manufacturers are forced to 
ask, and pay the railroad freight charges. 


AUSTRALIA AND THE PANAMA CANAL, 


The Australian government and the people are 
greatly interested in the Panama Canal. The matter 
was discussed at a recent banquet given by the Sydney 
Chamber of Commerce, the governor of New South 
Wales being one of the speakers, and asked the ques- 
tion: “Does anybody know what effect the opening 
of the Panama Canal is likely to have on Australian 
trade and commerce?” A leading morning newspaper 
of Sydney interviewed the prominent commercial men 
of that city, and states that the opening of the canal 
will bring greater competition with Australia in sup- 
plying foodstuffs to Europe from American and Cana- 
dian growers. It Says: 

“At the present time food products exported from 
San Francisco, on the west coast of America, have to 
travel over 13,300 miles of water to reach the European 
markets. With the completion of the Panama Canal 
the distance will be shortened to 7,660 miles, as against 
over 12,000 miles from Australia. The shortening of 
the sea route through Panama from England to the 
East also threatens the Australian coal trade and opens 
up a further field for competition. New Zealand like- 
wise stands to benefit, as the short cut through Panama 
will enable her to get food exports quicker than Aus- 
tralia to Europe. In other respects, so far as Australian 
trade is concerned, the gentlemen this paper has inter- 
viewed think that the position will be in statu quo. 

“The, Panama Canal will in no way shorten the 
trip from London to Australia. The distance via Suez 
is 11,200 miles, and via the Cape of Good Hope, 12,340 
miles. By way of the Panama Canal it would be 12,520 
miles. The journey from New York to Sydney, how- 
ever, will be considerably lessened, a 10-knot steamer 
saving from § to 12 days. The American manufacturer 
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and the Australian importer are pointed to as chiefly 
likely to benefit in this respect. 

“In regard to Australia’s eastern trade, the cg. 
lective opinion is that the cut through Panama yij] 
not affect it at all. Foodstuffs are what we chiefly 
send, and already there is strong competition from the 
west coast of America. Such rivalry as Australia wil! 
have to encounter in the future will still come from 
there, as it is manufactures that are chiefly exported 
from the eastern side. We are a little nearer to the 
eastern markets than the United States and Canada, 
as the following figures show in miles: Sydney to 
Yokohama, 4,420; Sydney to Hongkong, 4,400; San 
Francisco to Yokohama, 4,480; San Francisco to Hone. 
kong, 6,440; Vancouver to Yokohama, 4,600; Vancouver 
to Hongkong, 6,160.” 


FOREIGN RAILROADS. 


Queensland, Australia, is entering upon an extensive 
sysytem of railroad building. The Parliament is now 
considering two proposals by the government. One is 
for a railroad 454 miles long between Rockhampton and 
Cairns, in the northern section, and the other for a line 
1,282 miles long running north and south in the wester 
part, connecting with the railroad systems from Brisbane 
and Rockhampton. The length of all railroads in Queens. 


land is 3,843 miles, with 500 miles more under process 
of construction. 
The estimated cost of the line proposed for the 


western section is something more than $20,000,000, wit! 
an additional million and a half for rolling stock. It is 
anticipated that this road will permit Queensland to carry 
at least 21,000,000 more sheep and will permit the state 
railroads to add at least a million dollars to their revenue 
from the wool traffic. The roads in Queensland have a 
different gauge from those in New South Wales and al! 
freight has to be reloaded at the boundary line. 

The Queensland roads have recently added parlor 
and observation cars to their equipment. For the com: 
fort of passengers in summer ice chests are provided to 
be placed under the seats of those renting them. The 
price charged is 25 cents for the first 100 miles and ' 
cents for each additional 50 miles. For the convenience 
of lady passengers paper bags are provided for the pro 
tection of their hats from the train dust. 

The policy of Queensland is to open up the countr 
by new railroad construction as fast as the people cal 
afford the outlay, without waiting until the population in 
creases sufficiently to assure the roads paying operatins 
expenses from the start. 

The American consul at Madrid reports to the De 
partment of Commerce and Labor that the MacArthur 
Brothers & Company of America have just received 4 
valuable concession from the Spanish government ‘0 
construct a railroad which will parallel the Norte de 
Espana. The road -has been under contemplation since 
1892, and a concession was given to a Spanish com 
pany, but little was done more than to secure the 
right-of-way. The American company secured a majority 
of the stock of the old Spanish company, and the col 
cession has been transferred to it by the Spanish 20% 
ernment. 

According to reports received by the Departmett 
of Commerce and Labor, the Chilean government is 
finding great difficulty in securing ties for the ne¥ 
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railroads under construction there. The forests along 
the lines of the roads have been stripped of available 
timber. Of the ties contracted for a year ago, 50 per 
cent were condemned by the inspectors. Recently bids 
were asked for 20,000, but only 4,500 were offered, 
the price being 95 cents in gold per tie. The govern- 
ment will want 100,000 ties during 1911, and many of 


the officials are in favor of importing them from the 
United States. 
Prussia is to experiment with electric railroads. 


Electric locomotives will soon be installed on the line 
from Magdeburg to Leipzig. Two styles of locomotives 
will be used. Those for passenger trains will weigh 
about 70 tons and have 1,000 horsepower and a speed of 
gs) miles an hour. The freight locomotives will have 
from 600 to 800 horsepower and a speed of 37 miles an 
hour. 

SHORT LINE RAILROADS WANT MORE MAIL PAY. 

On Wednesday the House committee on postoffices 
eranted a hearing to representatives of short line rail- 
roads on the question of railroad mail pay, but took no 
action. It was a continuation of a similar hearing held 
last June and was granted the railroads who are anx- 
jous for an equalization of the pay for these lines. They 
claim that the short lines are not receiving enough pay 
for carrying the mails. About 200 of these lines were 
represented by counsel at the hearing, who were J. N. 
Drake of New York, chairman of the short line commit- 
tee of the Short Line Railroad Association; A. W. Ander- 
son of Augusta, Ga., general manager of the Charleston 
& Western Carolina Railroad; A. M. Smith of the Coal 
& Coke Railway Company of West Virginia, and J. S. 
Norris of the Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Com- 
pany. The delegation urged the committee to report a 
bill along the lines of that measure introduced in the 
Senate by Senator Raynor of Maryland, equalizing rail- 
Way mail pay to the short lines. It was pointed out that 
the short line railroads furnish apartment cars for which 
they receive no compensation whatever. They asked the 
committee to right this wrong. It was also stated that 
the Postoffice Department a few years ago arbitrarily 
changed the divisor from a six-day week to a seven-day 
week, which, up to the time of Postmaster-General Cor- 
telyou, the attorney-general had ruled it was the law, that 
when weighing mails for the basis of compensation to 
railroads they should take the six working days. But 
Postmaster-General Cortelyou arbitrarily changed it and 
included Sundays, although on short line railroads the 
majority of the short lines do not carry mail on Sun- 
days, or a trifling amount. The effect of the order was 
to reduce the pay to the railroads one-sixth, which the 
delegation asked the committee to restore to them and 
pay the lines for the compartment cars on a reasonable 
basis, as at present they get nothing for it. 

The railroad men also asked the committee to make 
the weighings of mails at least once a year instead of 
every four years, pointing out that the records show that 
the increase in the mail carried ranges from 10 to 50 
per cent in four years, and the roads ought to have the 
Day for that service. By making the weighings more 
frequent it would right the injustice to the roads. 

The Short Line Railroads have filed with the House 
committee on postoffices a brief in favor of the Talbott 
and Raynor bills for a readjustment of their mail pay, 
made necessary by the order of former Postmaster- 
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General Cortelyou, and other reductions in mail pay and 
by the constantly increasing requirements of the de- 
partment for excessive car space for mail distribution, 
for which nothing is now paid. There are about 200 
short lines affected, for which the brief is filed. 
“No increase in the rates of pay is asked for,” the 
brief “The bills merely provide for payment 
for the weight of mail actually carried by the roads, 
and for an annual weighing to ascertain those weights, 
and payment for space actually furnished by the roads 
in postal cars less than 40 feet long at the rate now 
paid on heavy lines for such cars, and some relief 
from the burdensome messenger service.” 


The that on the Bellefonte Central 
Railroad, Bellefonte and State College, Pa., 
the daily based on the last weighing of 7 
days, was 550 pounds, where the record was 643 pounds 
for each day. This road receives less than one-third 
the cost of the service. The department is paying $600 
a year per star route to deliver one mail a day on a 
route abandoned by the Bellefonte Central, because it 
allowed the road only $178 a year for two mails a day, 
the service netting the road only $125 a year. The 
net revenue on the Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburg 
road, on which 7 apartment cars and 14 closed pouch 
service cars are used, is only '$47,947. 


such 


says. 


brief shows 
between 


average, 


“The annual mileage of mail apartment cars is 
380,350 miles,” the brief says. “This does not include 
baggage cars in which closed pouches are handled. 


The maximum aggregate is 610 pouches and the mini- 
mum 154 pouches. The American Express operates on 
the road, and pays in cash $49,500 a year, and in addi- 
tion their share of salaries of train, baggage and ex- 
pressmen, railroad agents, rentals, etc., making the: 
total $72,365, against $47,947 received for carrying the 
mails. Applying to the total passenger expense the 
percentage of space in passenger trains devoted to 
the mails, the estimated cost of carrying the mails is 
$86,563.” 

It is stated that the revenue on the Butte, Anaconda 
& Pacific Railroad, from Butte and Anaconda, from the 
mail service, is but $1,496 a year. 

Other short lines are reviewed, showing the small 
pay, and the necessity for adjustment. The following 
table is given, showing the mail earnings compared with 
express earnings, of the roads considered: 


MAIL, EARNINGS COMPARED WITH EXPRESS. 


Cost of 
Mail Messenger Express 

Roads— Earnings Deliveries Earnings 
Bellefonte Central .............. $ 1,166.66 $ 370.00 $ 2,500.00 
Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburg. 50,320.21 2,383.00 72,365.00 
Butte, Anaconda & Pacific...... 3,187.28 1,691.04 7,702.58 
Central R. R. Co. of Pa........ 1,198.30 297.00 1,732.04 
Coudersport & Port Allegany... 2,556.31 622.00 3,629.91 
Denver, Laramie & Northw’n... 542.59 168.00 1,680.00 
Duluth, So. Shore & Northw’n.. 65,545.31 6,359.28 56,765.40 
ROE DOPED wads acctnceéves 2,195.64 252.00 3,470.00 
Fort Smith & Western......... 15,940.07 1,152.00 18,700.00 
Georgetown & Western......... 2,473.99 930.00 2,843.70 
Lancaster & Chester............ 1,340.27 336.00 1,771.56 
Louisiana & Arkansas.......... 15,621.22 2,103.00 14,631.29 
Maryland & Pennsylvania....... 5,972.07 718.00 8,588.07 
Oklahoma Central .............. 5,913.04 460.80 6,120.78 
is, ee ee ee 412.96 170.00 441.78 
Pittsburg, Shawmut & Northern 8,144.40 864.00 9,377.38 
Roscoe, Snyder & Pacific....... 2,680.07 246.75 3,560.00 
Susquehanna & New York..... 2,575.51 430.00 2,430.00 
VoD WEREEON? Fe ccc vate tie ewes 982.00 204.00 2,720.00 
Wabash, Chester & Western... 3,768.63 374.00 5,450.11 
Carrollton & Worthville......... 453.84 300.00 


$192,990.37 $20,430.87 $226,479.60 
Express earnings were $53,920.10 in excess of mail earnings. 
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CONDENSED SHOWING OF FOREGOING 22 ROADS. 
Statement of railway mail pay earnings and expenses of 22 

representative short line railroads, covering 47 mail routes, 

aggregating 3,139.26 miles, during the month of November, 


1909, with percentage and ratio, as compared with passenger 
and express business, 


Passenger 
Mail and Express Total 

DS er re ee 6,421,151 62,557,136 68,978,287 
Percentage of foot miles....... 9.31 90.69 100.00 
Cost, including taxes— 

OO” ES eee ee $39,072.30 $369,303.79 $408,367.84 

Per 1,000 foot miles.......... $6.08 $5.90 $5.92 

NN EES Pere 9.56 90.44 100.00 
Cost, including interest and taxes— 

SD uO Sa ba EOS s di 6's th oka $48,606.29 $461,459.98 $510,066.27 

Per 1,000 foot miles.......... $7.57 $7.37 $7.39 

ED Catbact ev sees secs 9.53 90.47 100.00 
Revenue— 

EE liad ache a a6 d-4.4d 0 eae * $20,961.29 364,084.02 $385,045.31 

Per 1,000 foot miles.......... $3.26 $5.82 $5.58 

a es ee 5.44 94.56 100.00 
Ratio of foot mile revenue..... 100 179 171 
Ratio cost to revenue— 

a. See 187 102 106 

lincluding taxes and interest 232 127 132 


WASHINGTON NOTES. 

It is stated at the office of the secretary of the Rail- 
road Securities Commission at the capitol that no hear- 
ings are likely to be held in Washington, but that 
further sessions will be held in New York. 

Page, Jones & Co. of Mobile are establishing a 
regular line of steamers between that port and the 
Windward Islands, and it is reported are receiving 
great encouragement. 

The German ambassador has .presented to Secretary 
of State Knox the reply, of his government to the Amer- 
ican note regarding the potash situation. It is under- 
stood that Germany proposes to submit certain features 
to arbitration. The American importers have complained 
they are subjected to unjust export duties and other 
charges. Large quantities of potash are imported from 
Germany for fertilizing purposes. 


Oppose. Cashman Distance Tariff 


St. Paul, Minn., February 10.—The Minnesota dis- 
tance tariff bill introduced by Senator Cashman is meet- 
ing with the active opposition of many prominent repre- 
sentatives of industrial corporations and associations. 
The railroads, while also unfavorable to the proposed 
law, have so far taken little part in the campaign 
against it. 

If the bill is like the Iowa joint rate, it ought to 
be passed,” declared W. L. Eaton, former chairman of 
the Iowa commission, who praised the Iowa statutes in 
high terms, but admitted that the inflexibility of the 
law in his own state had resulted in loss of population. 
A rigid law, he felt, would not be in the interests of 
speedy development. He said that it was service, not 
rates, that the shipper sought. “Enactment of the Cash- 
man bill into law would be a direct blow at agricul- 
tural and commercial interests of Minnesota,” said J. H. 
Beek, secretary of the St. Paul Manufacturers’ and Job- 
bers’ Association. “If you enact the Cashman Dill, the 
increase in freight rates from Duluth,” says Traffic Com- 
missioner N,. Hall, of the Commercial Club of that city, 
“will turn our intrastate business into interstate business 
whereby Wisconsin will profit and you will find Minnesota 
in the same deplorable condition as lowais in.” And Hugh 
E. White, secretary of the Minneapolis Traffic Association, 
maintains that “if the Cashman bill is passed it will 
mean the farmer will have to pay more to get his grain 
to market and he will realize less on his crops. Fur- 
thermore, the commercial interests in all parts of the 
state will suffer.” 
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“You may legislate the Duluth port out of business,” 
asserts Traffic Manager Pearce, of the Omaha line, “but 
you cannot legislate the Lake Michigan ports out of 
business, and that is what you will seek to do if yoy 
put your distance tariff into effect.” “I think the bijj 
is calculated to injure Minnesota commercially,” is the 
opinion expressed by Assistant General Freight Agent 
Still, of the Northern Pacific. “If it is put into effect 
the Northern Pacific will have to advance its rates jp 
practically every section and every locality of the state.” 

Among the others who have spoken against the 
measure are A. C. Loring, of the Pillsbury mills, who 
declared that it would discourage elevator building at 
the Twin Cities; H. A. Feitus, traffic manager of the 
Van Dusen-Harrington Company; F. S. Poole, of Deere & 
Weber, and President George S. Gillette, of the Minneap. 
olis Traffic Association. 

In appeal to the public against the measure, Mr. 
Gillette’s association said: 

“Senate File No. 5, introduced by Senator Cashman 
of Owatonna, provides, among other things, certain pen 
alties ‘if any railway corporation shall charge, collect or 
receive for the transportation of any passenger or freight 
of any description over its railway a greater amount as 
fare, freight, toll or compensation, than shall at the same 
time be charged, collected or received by it for the 
transportation of any passenger or like quantity of 
freight, of the same class, being transported in the same 
direction over any portion of the same railway of equal 
distance.’ 

“We are reluctantly forced to one of two conclu 
sions, either Mr. Cashman does not understand that 
his measure, when worked out in actual practice, in- 
volves hundreds of increases in freight rates throughout 
the state; would absolutely eliminate competition be 
tween carriers within the state, both as to rates and 
service; or, that he does know it and is unmindful of 
the consequences. 

“In order that the particularly objectionable features 
of the bill may be the more readily understood, we con- 
dense and transpose the section quoted to read: ‘A 
railway shall not charge a greater amount for freight 
than shall at the same time be charged for the same 
class of freight transported in the same direction, over 
any portion of the same railway of equal distance.’ 

“It is readily proved by the following examples that 
a distant tariff would absolutely annihilate any competi 
tion which now exists at junction points with two or 
more lines, both as to rates and service, by legislating 
the long line out of business. 

“Two lines of railway enter Granite Falls, Minn. 
the mileage from Minneapolis being as follows: Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul, 120 miles; Great Northern, 127 
miles. Based upon the single consideration of distance, 
the Great Northern rates necessarily would be _ higher. 
Should the Great Northern elect to reduce its rates at 
this point in order to participate in the business, il 
would have no alternative, under the Cashman bill, but 
to reduce its rates to the basis of the Chicago, Milwau- 
kee & St. Paul shorter mileage on the balance of its line 
in the same direction. 

“Now, observe what happens. The Hnes of these 
same railways cross again at Appleton, Minn., where 
mileage conditions are reversed, and where, in order 
to meet their short line competitor, the Chicago, Mil 
waukee & St. Paul Railway is obliged to reduce its rat® 
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to the basis of the Great Northern’s mileage, thereby 
automatically establishing, under Mr, Cashman’s plan, a 
new distance tariff on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railway, based upon the shorter mileage of the 
Great Northern, which must be carried over the balance 
of the system in the same direction within the state. 

“The new scale of rates based upon the single con- 
sideration of distance necessarily must be carried by 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul into Granite Falls, 
where it is the short line, thereby reducing the rates at 
that point. In meeting the new rates established by the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul at Granite Falls, the 
Great Northern will be obliged to make a second reduc- 
tion in its distance tariff basis, which, when carried out 
to Appleton, would again establish a new basis for the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, which is the long line at 
that point. 

“When this process is understood one is forced to 
the inevitable conclusion that the only course left open 
to the carrier is for the long line to withdraw from par- 
ticipation in the business at points where competition 
now exists, both in the matter of rates and service. 

“The vicious effect of the proposed bill would net 
be confined to the elimination of competition in both 
rates and service at competing points. Note the follow- 
ing illustrations: 

“Under the present law and practices of the carriers, 
the short line rates established by the Great Northern at 
Marshall are recognized as Maxima at intermediate non- 
competitive points on the Chicago & North-Western. The 
proposed Cashman Dill eventually would advance the 
first-class rate at Amiret from 41.4 cents to 46.3 cents. 
At Tracy the advance would be from 41.4 cents to 44.3 
cents, and corresponding advances would be made at 
Walnut Grove and Revere. This situation exists through- 
out the state where similar conditions would obtain. 

“From the above analysis, it is clearly apparent the 
proposed measure is vicious in the extreme; it produces 
inequality instead of equality of rates; it throttles com- 
petition, disarranges the natural development of the 
grain, live stock and dairy product trade, and advances 
where it was designed to make reduction in rates.” 


Surplus Shows Large Increase 


An increase of over 34,000 in the number of idle cars 
is shown in the latest fortnightly statement of car sur- 
pluses and shortages, Bulletin No. 89, issued by the com- 
mittee on relations railroads of the American 
Railway Association. 

“This increase,” 


between 


explains Chairman Arthur Hale, “is 
made up almost entirely of coal and miscellaneous cars, 


Which increased 25,442 and 5,431, respectively. Of the 
increase in coal car surplus over 80 per cent is on the 
roads in Groups 2 (eastern) and 3 (middle). The in- 
crease 


in miscellaneous cars is principally in coke cars, 
Group 2 (eastern), and stock cars, Group 10 (Pacific). 
Box cars show an increase of only 1,657, the largest item 
in this class being in Group 11 (Canadian), where the in- 
Crease is 2,357. 

“This report shows 104,755 more surplus cars than 
Were reported for the corresponding date in 1910. In 
Making comparisons with last year, however, considera: 
tion should be given to the fact that there has been an 
increase of approximately 100,000 in the total cars owned, 
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and also that the weather conditions during the past 
month have been much more favorable to railroad oper- 
ations than a year ago.” 

A summary of the total surpluses and shortages 
from October 13, 1909, to February*1, 1911, follows: 


SURPLUSES. 


Coal, 
Gondola 
No, of and Other 

Date— Roads Box Flat Hopper Kinds Total 
Feb. > am 160 40,186 10,890 71,235 34,044 rg 
. . ae. ee. | Oe 154 38,529 9,362 45,793 28,613 122,297 
Jan. * ee 161 29,361 8,626 34,483 27,962 110,432 
Dec. ie sane 159 16,795 3,885 10,781 22,454 53,915 
Nov. 2 156 9,814 2,181 4,981 17,605 34,581 
Get. Is, 2008... 151 8,856 2,085 6,034 16,760 33,735 
Sept. 14, 1910..... 145 17,786 2,854 13,047 21,203 54,890 
Aug. a 155 41,040 3,789 29,093 31,642 105,564 
July 6, 1806... 156 65,078 3,841 36,775 38,130 143,824 
June Ty Ss vee 159 56,137 3,499 30,351 39,521 129,508 
May 11, 1910..... 157 44,996 3,083 46,062 33,007 127,148 
April 13, 1910..... 146 20,527 3,868 40,858 19,634 84,887 
March 2, 1910..... 152 14,469 6,613 9,287 14,946 45,315 
Feb. ee 3 153 21,352 7,738 8,173 14,337 51,600 
Jan, ape 154 20,839 8,451 10,204 12 oe > 52,309 
Dec. 10, 1909..... 176 26,989 6,488 6,848 17,14 57,470 
Nov. 10, 1909..... 171 16,107 3,622 6,536 10, 1351 36,616 
Get, 35; 3008.1. «+ 175 14,991 3,735 5,530 11,721 35,977 

SHORTAGES. 
Coal, 
Gondola 
No. of and Other 

Date— Roads 30x Flat Hopper Kinds Total 
Feb. D, Sn w tia’ 160 175 336 13 763 1,287 
aa, 18, 2621.06 6 154 715 509 363 890 2,477 
Jan, a Spee 161 1,064 987 160 1,297 3,508 
Dec. >. Pe 159 5,43: 1,093 3,199 2.174 11,901 
Nov. 9: 2890 2h.<. 156 11,959 1,450 5,515 2,076 21,000 
[.. 2, eee 4 00 151 12,153 1,199 5,433 1,634 20,419 
Sept. 14, 1910..... 145 3,368 1,093 2,474 879 7,814 
Aug 155 1,451 720 141 471 2,783 
July S.A 156 118 513 20 308 959 
June 8, 1910..... 159 884 943 982 202 3,011 
a: 157 1,119 1,422 905 1,109 4,555 
April 13, 1910..... 146 3,721 1,296 1,433 1,080 7,530 
March 2, 1910..... 52 15,349 699 9,942 3,917 29,907 
Feb. Tk >.) | See 153 13,993 852 8,136 3,644 26,625 
Jan op | eae 154 7,304 344 4,906 1,339 13,893 
Dec 10, 1909..... 176 7,713 757 5,927 4,196 18,593 
Nov. 10, 1909..... 171 21,386 1,956 11,730 4,830 39,902 
Oct a | le 175 14.693 1,367 5,110 2,271 23,431 





Willard Sees Dun Future 


Cincinnati, O., February 10.—A dun outlook for the 
immediate future of improvements on the Baltimore & 
Ohio system was seen by President Willard in an inter- 
view here. 

“I cannot say at this time what, if anything, will be 
done in the way of the future improvement of the 
physical condition of either the Baltimore & Ohio, South- 
western, or the Cincinanti, Hamilton & Dayton. Rail- 
roads cannot make extensive improvements and large 
purchases of materials for these improvements, when net 
revenues are diminished, owing to the increased cost of 
labor and materials. While the Baltimore & Ohio is 
still paying dividends—and we hope the road will con- 
tinue to do so—we also know that we will not be able 
to buy as much in the future or employ as many men 
as in the past, unless some way is found to increase our 
net revenues.” 

Asked as to when the Baltimore & Ohio will take 
over the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton, Mr. Willard 
replied that it already owns the road; the only question 
at issue in the matter is what will have to be paid for 
the property. 


WANTS RAILROADS TO MAKE VALUATIONS. 
Topeka, Kan., February 10—aA _ bill requiring rail- 
road companies to make their own physical valuations 
and to file sworn statements thereof with the state rail- 
road commission has been introduced in the state legis~ 
lature by Representative Laidlaw of Woodson County. 
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DECISION OF COMMISSION 


Interstate Board Hands Down Ruling in Con- 


tested Case 


Rate on Cheese Boxes Unreasonable 


OPINION NO. 1476 
No. 3156. 
(20 I. C. C. Rep., 104.) 
A. C. PARFREY 


vs. 


‘CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL RAILWAY COM- 


PANY ET AL. 

Submitted October 26, 1910. Decided January 14, 1911. 
Rate of 34% cents per 100 pounds for transportation of cheese 

boxes in carloads, Richland Center, Wis., to Dodgeville, Wis., 

found unreasonable, Reparation awarded. 

E. H. Parfrey for complainant. 

William Ellis and F. G. Wright for Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railway Company. 


A. P. Humburg for Illinois Central Railroad Company. 


Report of the Commission. 
BY THE COMMISSION: 

Complainant is engaged in the manufacture and sale 
of cheese boxes at Richland Center, Wis. In his petition, 
filed March 8, 1910, he alleges that the rates exacted by 
defendants for the transportation of four carloads of 
cheese boxes from Richland Center to Dodgeville, Wis., 
in July, August, September and October, 1909, were un- 
reasonable in so far as they exceeded a joint commodity 
rate subsequently established. 

“During the period from July 13, 1909, to October 1, 
1909, complainant shipped from Richland Center to 
Dodgeville four carloads of cheese boxes, weighing in the 
aggregate 59,750 pounds, upon which total freight charges 
were collected in the sum of $205.46. The shipments 
were carried from the point of origin to Madison, Wis., 
by the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Company, 
and from Madison to destination by the Illinois Central 
Railroad Company, the route of the latter company ex- 
tending through a portion of the state of Illinois. The 
charges were based on the combination of intermediate 
fourth-class rates, minimum carload weight 15,000 pounds, 
made up of 15 cents from Richland Center to Madison, 
plus 19% cents from Madison to Dodgeville, resulting in 
a through rate of 34% cents. Defendants stated thaf 
since June 8, 1907, a joint rate of 17% cents has been 
applicable to the traffic over the lines of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Company and the Chicago 
& Northwestern Railway Company. The movement over 
that route is wholly within Wrsconsin and the tariff nam- 
ing the rate was not filed with this Commission. We 
note, however, that in Parfrey vs. C., M. & St. P. Ry. Co., 
4 Wis. R. R. Com. Rep., 450, decided February 2, 1910, 
the railroad commission of Wisconsin found that the 
rate via the intrastate route was 29 cents, and ordered a 
reduction to 17% cents. The distance by the intrastate 
route is 104 miles, by the interstate route 168 miles. 
Complainant was unaware of a difference in rates over 
the two routes, and directed movement of the traffic via 
the Illinois Central upon request of his consignee. No 
rate was inserted in any of the bills of lading. The de- 
fendants followed the instructions given by the shipper, 
and therefore, even assuming that their statement re- 


THE TRAFFIC WORLD AND TRAFFIC BULLETIN 


Vol, VII, No. ¢ 





specting the rate via the intrastate line is correct, they 
are not chargeable with misrouting. 

On October 19, 1909, defendants established a joint 
commodity rate of 17% cents on cheese boxes in car. 
loads, Richland Center to Dodgeville, applicable via the 


route over which the shipments moved. Reparation js 
asked in the difference between the charges collected 
and the charges which would have accrued under the 
subsequent joint rate. We are not inclined to hold that 
defendants should be required to accept for the trans. 
portation performed a rate which appears to have beer 
deemed reasonable over a much shorter route. On the 
other hand, we find that the rate collected, amounting to 
4.1 cents per ton per mile, was somewhat excessive, and 
that a rate of 28% cents would have afforded fair con- 
pensation for the service rendered. Under that rate, ap 
plied to a minimum carload weight of 15,000 pounds, 
complainant is entitled to reparation in the sum of $31.33, 
with interest from October 6, 1909. In view of the fact 
that defendants have established a much lower rate than 
that here used as a basis for reparation, no requirement 
as to the rate to be charged for the future is necessary 
at this time. An order will be entered awarding repara- 
tion in the amount above mentioned. 





ORDER. 

At a general session of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, held at its office in Washington, D. C., on 
the 14th day of January, A. D. 1911. 

Present: Judson C. Clements, Charles A. Prouty 
Franklin K. Lane, Edgar E. Clark, James S. Harlan 
Charles C. McChord, Balthasar H. Meyer, Commissioners. 

No. 3156. 
A. C. PARFREY 
vs. 

CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL RAILWAY COM- 
PANY, AND ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COM- 
PANY. 

This case being at issue upon complaint and answers 
on file, and having been duly heard and submitted by 
the parties, and full investigation of the matters and 
things involved having been had, and the Commission 
having, on the date hereof, made and filed a report con- 
taining its findings of fact and conclusions thereon 
which said report is hereby referred to and made a part 
hereof: 

It is ordered, That the above-named defendants be, 
and they are hereby authorized and directed, on or be 
fore the 15th day of March, 1911, to pay unto the com: 
plainant, A. C. Parfrey, the sum of $31.33, with interest 
thereon at the rate of 6 per cent per annum from Octo 
ber 6, 1909, as reparation for an unreasonable rate 
charged for the transportation of four carloads of cheese 
boxes from Richland Center, Wis., to Dodgeville, Wis. 
which rate so charged has been found by this Commis 
sion to have been unreasonable, as more fully appears 
in and by said report of the Commission. 


ALLEGES VIOLATION OF SAFETY LAW. 

Indianapolis, Ind., February 10.—Suits alleging viola 
tion of the national safety appliance laws have been filed 
in the United States District Court in this city against 
the Cincinnati, Bluffton & Chicago and the Baltimore & 
Ohio Chicago Terminal Railroad companies. The charges 
were preferred by the Interstate Commerce Commission 
and conviction is sought on eleven counts, each carrying 
a penalty of $100. 
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MEMPHIS ASKS BETTER RATES 


Grain Shippers Believe Present Transit Regula- 
tions Discriminatory—Want Pro- 
portional Rates 


BY C. B. STAFFORD, 
Commissioner, Memphis Grain and Hay Association. 


The grain shippers and millers of Memphis, Tenn., 
have filed complaints before the Interstate Commerce 
Commission against the Illinois Central Railroad Com- 
pany, the St. Louis & San Fransisco Railroad Company, 
and 135 other lines, in which it is alleged that the car- 
have published discriminatory rules, regulations, 
and rates applicable on grain and grain products han- 
died at that point. 

Early in the year 1910, at public hearings before the 
Interstate Commerce Commission at Washington, Chi- 
cago, Montgomery, Memphis and Boston, the shippers 
told of the conditions under which transits were’ in 
operation, and, as a result, Opinion No. 1247 was issued 
by the Commission, condemning certain practices, and 
laying down general principles upon which transits would 
be granted. The carriers undertook to frame rules in 
line with the expressed view of the Commission, and, 
after serious consideration and many meetings, certain 
rules were submitted to the shippers, which were re- 
jected. The rules were, after slight modification, incor- 
porated in tariffs effective February 1, 1911. 

The rules require a daily report of grain or other 
transit commodities received from all sources, and a 
daily report of cancelation of inbound records of corre- 
sponding tonnage, whether sold locally or forwarded by 
boat, wagon, rail, or other means; deduction on each 
expense bill for loss due to cleaning, drying, or any 
other process, and the cancelation of all inbound rec- 
ords, if at any time it is found that any miller or re- 
shipper has billing in excess of five per cent of any 
character of commodity actually on hand. The rules 
further provide for certain arbitrary divisions of the 
principal product (flour) and offal. 

The Memphis shippers allege that the rules promul- 
gated are an unreasonable burden in the matter of 
keeping records and making reports, and confiscatory, 
inasmuch as the tariff provides that all billing may 
be canceled if an error is made in bookkeeping, etc. 
Further, that the rules are discriminatory, inasmuch as 
a Similar burden is not placed on the millers and ship- 
pers at Chicago, Peoria, Omaha, Kansas City and other 
points in the Northwest. 

The mixed feed industry suffers more than any 
other branch of the grain business. It has been the 
Practice for several years—ever since the discovery of 
the advantages of crushed grains and hay for feeding 
purposes—to mix various grains and hay, including non- 
transit commodities, and to ship the entire mixture at 
the balance of the through rates, surrendering an ex- 
Pense bill covering any transit commodity. The Com- 
mission condemns this in Opinion No. 1247, expressing 
the view that feed representative of the transit in- 
sredients shall be charged at the balance of the through 
rate, and the non-transit portion of the feed at the flat 
Tate from the milling point. The carriers serving Mem- 
phis declined to do this, and the tariffs provide: 


riers 
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If the feed contains any article on which these rules do not 
provide transit privileges, the entire mixture shall be charged 
for, from Memphis, Tenn., in accordance with the tariffs and 
classifications applying from Memphis, Tenn., proper. 


From this it will be seen that the manufacturers of 
mixed feed at Memphis are at a disadvantage, and claim 
is made that discrimination exists in favor of the manu- 
facturers and millers at St. Louis, Omaha, Kansas City, 
and other northern and western points. 

For several years the Memphis grain dealers have 
felt that other markets have been given preferential 
treatment in the matter of proportional rates—of which 
there are several varieties. At Omaha, Kansas City and 
St. Louis the reshipper must certify that the grain or 
grain product priginated “beyond,” the rates applying 
via all lines regardless of the line bringing the grain 
into reshipping point. At Cairo the reshipper can obtain 
the through rate by surrendering his paid expense bills 
to the road bringing in the grain, or he can surrender 
his expense bills to a line other than the line that hauls 
the grain to that point, and obtain the proportional 
rates—which are, as a rule, the balance of the through 
rate from the grain fields, although in some instances 
the inbound rate plus the proportional rate produces 
lower through rate than is in effect from the grain 
fields. At Evansville, Henderson, and Paducah the re- 
shipper can either ship at the balance of the through 
rate, plus one cent penalty, or the proportional rate 
(whichever is cheaper). 

At Memphis there is only one transit open to the 
Memphis grain dealer; he must bring the grain in over 
the line he expects to use in reshipping to obtain the 
benefit of the through rate from the grain fields to the 
consuming territory, and, as the territory of origin is so 
restricted by the tariffs, it is felt that an injustice is be- 
ing done to the Memphis grain dealers in denying them 
proportional rates, and that discrimination exists when 
Cairo, St. Louis, Omaha and other markets are on a 
proportional rate basis, and the Commission is asked to 
order flat or proportional rates from Memphis made with 
relation to the other points specified. 


Square Deal for Both Sides 


Boston, Mass., February 10.—A square deal for both 
sides, the public and the corporations, was\advocated by 
President McAdoo of the Hudson & Manhattan Railroad 
in a recent address before the chamber of commerce of 
this city. 

“Decent treatment,’ he said, “is due the public. 
There will survive, and there still control, large numbers 
of ‘divine’ and ‘vested right’ managers who have learned 
nothing and will learn nothing until the great public as- 
serts its rights more forcibly than in the past. These 
managers must learn that the corporations are not the 
masters, but the servants of the public; that their master 
is not going to destroy them so long as they remain 
servants, and that their rights as servants are going to 
be as scrupulously respected as their assumption of mas- 
tership will be relentlessly suppressed.” 

Mr. McAdoo averred that deep-rooted prejudice 
against corporations had arisen from dishonest manage- 
ment, which resulted in grave losses to investors; abuse 
of power and of opportunity; corrupt practices in politics, 
and arrogant and arbitrary methods in dealing with the 
public. He was not hostile to corporations, but desired 





to see justice done both sides. 
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“T feel that no greater service can be rendered than 
by arousing the corporations and the public to a just 
sense of their mutual obligations.” 

He was of the opinion that all the powers of the 
nation should be exercised to preserve competitive condi- 
tions, and that commissions should be endowed with 
broad legal authority to regulate monopolies. 

“We are undergoing a great economic and social evo- 
lution in this country. The deeper currents are beyond 
the range of our vision at the moment, but I am con- 
vinced that all these hidden forces are working toward 
a higher plane and a better civilization. The twentieth 
century will witness the Renaissance of the people. 
What they need is a leader—a man of inflexible honesty, 
of highly developed sympathy and understanding, capable 
of interpreting their hopes and translating their aspira- 
tions into some big achievement for the cause of human- 
ity itself. 

“The question of emancipation may come again, as 
it did in 1860, but, if it does, it will be for emancipation 
from the slavery of economic and social conditions result- 
ing from the failure to control or even to effectively reg- 
ulate the giant monopolies.” 


Will Not Re-Open Los Angeles Case 


Los Angeles, Cal., February i10.—By a two to one de- 
cision the state railroad commission has refused the 
application for a rehearing of the rate case reducing 
charges from Los Angeles to the San Joaquin valley and 
ordered the rates fixed by the decision of last December 
to go into effect next Wednesday. 

The majority opinion was by the two new members 
of the railroad board, James M. Eshlemen, chairman, and 
Alexander Gordon. Harvey D. Loveland, who dissented 
from the original opinion, now dissents from the refusal 
to reopen the case. 

The majority opinion says: 





“We do not believe, un- 
der all the circumstances in this case, a rehearing should 
be granted. This necessarily carries with it a refusal to 
suspend the effective date of the going into effect of the 
order of the commission heretofore made. 

“We believe that Los Angeles has established her 
right to the reduction granted by the commission and has 
sustained her first cause of action. We base this con- 
clusion upon the showing that for nearly ten years, 
although there has been a great increase in the volume 
of traffic from Los Angeles to San Joaquin valley points, 
that there has been no reduction in the rates; further- 
more, that the cost of fuel during this same period has 
been greatly reduced. In the conclusion that the reduc- 
tion in itself is justified we are supported at least in 
part by the minority opinion of Commissioner Loveland, 
heretofore rendered. We believe also that this conclu- 
sion is borne out by the expert testimony of William R. 
Wheeler in the so-called Reno case, wherein he testified 
that in his opinion a rate over the Sierra Nevada, consid- 
erably less than this rate over the Tehachapis, was a 
reasonable rate, even though the cost of the haul over 
the Sierra Nevada is, we believe, admittedly greater than 
the cost of the same service over the Tehachapi moun- 
tains. The fact that the Sierra Nevada haul was con- 
cerned with interstate traffic does not, in our opinion, 
affect the reasonableness of the rate. The only element 
in interstate rates which ordinarily makes them lower 
per ton per mile than interstate is the element of dis- 
tance. 
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“We think the traffic officials of the two roads de. 
fendant herein are estopped from questioning the rea. 
sonableness of the rates from Los Angeles ordered by 
the commission because of the filing by them in 1907 of 
the so-called mimeograph tariffs. We are not strongly 
impressed with the suggestion that these rates were 
withdrawn because of objection from the legal depart- 
ment of the carriers. Even though the legal department 
of the roads may justify themselves in interfering with 
rates considered reasonable by the traffic officials, yet we 
are constrained to the belief that the traffic officials, 
after all, ‘are the better judges and that the opinion of 
the legal department would properly address itself to the 
question as to whether or not rates could be charged and 
collected and not to their reasonableness. 

“We do not express any opinion as to the reasonable- 
ness of the rates from San Francisco south into the San 
Joaquin valley, and we would respectfully suggest that if 
San Francisco or any other city feels aggrieved that such 
city file a complaint setting forth her cause of grievance 
or bring the matter to the attention of the commission 
after the new law has gone into effect, if it shall be 
passed, when the commission will be required under the 
proposed statute to scrutinize all rates that are in effect 
at the time the law goes into effect or which becomes 
effective by any order of the commission made before the 
law is enacted. 

“Granting, for the sake of argument, that San Fran- 
cisco’s contention that the decision of the commission 
heretofore made works an injustice upon her by reason 
of its discriminatory features, yet we find ourselves in 
the dilemma where we are either required to continue 
an injustice upon San Francisco which was inflicted by 
the order of the commission before the commissioners 
signing this opinion took office or to throw back upon 
Los Angeles rates which are proved and admittedly too 
high. Under the circumstances we feel that even though 
we should grant the contention of San Francisco as cor- 
rect, yet our only consistent attitude is to preserve the 
present status.” 

In an addendum opinion, concurred in by all three 
commissioners, the board pays its respects to the news 
papers of the state in the following language: 

“While we have been unable to agree unanimously 
upon an opinion in the pending matter, yet we feel it in 
cumbent upon us at this time to express our sentiments 
with regard to the attitude of certain interests, news- 
paper and otherwise, concerning the work of the railroad 
commission of this state: 

“We certainly invite just criticism at all times, but 
we would call the attention of litigants and newspapers 
alike to the fact that their repeated suggestion that the 
locality from which the commissioner hails will determine 
his attitude on any particular question is unjust and al 
expression of lack of confidence in the commission and 
a contempt of the commission.” 

Mention of the original decision in this case was 
made in THe TRAFFIC WorRLD for January 21, 1911, pag¢ 
136. 


FIXES GASOLENE RATE. 


Austin, Tex., February 10.—The state railroad com- 
mission has authorized the Orange & Northwestern Rail 
road to establish a rate of 15 cents on gasolene in cal- 
loads from West Orange to Houston. The rate applies 
both when in packages and in tank cars, 
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CAN STORAGE BE ASSESSED? 


Judge Lays Down Rules on Law on Right to 
Collect Demurrage Charges in 
Texas & Pacific Case 





Brief mention was made in the last issue of THE 
Trarric WORLD, page 205, of the conviction of the Texas 
& Pacific Railway Company in the United States District 
Court for the eastern district of Louisiana on the charge 
of illegally collected storage or demurrage charges on 
certain shipments of hay. This was a jury trial, which, 
means that there was no decision handed 
down by the bench, but below we present the instruc- 
tions of the court to the jury in this case: 

“Gentlemen of the Jury:—The defendant, the Texas 


of course, 


& Pacific Railway Company, is indicted in this case for. 


a violation of the interstate commerce law. It is ad- 
mitted that it is a common carrier to which the inter- 
state commerce law applies by reason of the fact that it 
does an interstate commerce business, that is, a com- 
merce between the different states of the Union. 

“The section under which it is prosecuted is Section 
i) of the act to regulate commerce, which provides that 
if the carrier willfully violates any provision of the act it 
is liable to a penalty. It is not necessary for me to read 
Section 10 in full, but the material part of it that the 
mission or act complained of must be a willful act or 
In other words, an accidental mistake is not 
the basis of the prosecution under the interstate com- 
merce law, but it must be a willful violation of the act. 
The violation of the act relied on in this case is found 
in this provision. “No carrier, unless otherwise provided 
by this act, shall engage or participate in the transporta- 
tion of passengers or property, as defined in this act, un- 
rates, fares and charges upon which the same 
are transported by said carrier have been filed and pub- 
lished in accordance with the provisions of this act.” 
That means with the interstate commerce act. (The 
evidence that has been introduced in this case shows that 
the tariff was filed with the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission.) “Nor shall any carrier charge, or demand, or 
ollect, or receive a greater, or less, or different compen- 
sation for such transportation of passengers or property, 
x for any service in connection therewith, between the 
points named in such tariffs than the rates, fares and 
harges which are specified in the tariff filed and in effect 
atthe time.” That is the only part of it that is material 
0 this prosecution. The claim of the government is that 
the Texas & Pacific Railway Company demanded or re- 
ceived, in three counts they demanded and received, and 
One count they demanded but did not receive, I think 
i the Stanton count, Mr. Stanton testified he had not 
laid it. But the act makes the willful demand of equal 
timinal character, as far as your functions are con- 
temned, as the actual collection of it. 

“So the thing for you to determine is, first, whether 
the storage was demanded or received, and second, 
vhether the demand and receipt of it was a willful viola- 
lion of this act. As I say there is no dispute in the case 
that under all the counts except the Stanton count, stor- 
%e was received as evidenced by these bills and as 
targed in the indictment, and in the Stanton count the 
idence, I believe, without dispute, tends to show it was 
iemanded but not received. 
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“Then the question for you to determine is whether 
that demand and receipt for the storage was legal or 
illegal under this act to regulate commerce. 

“The Texas & Pacific Railway Company had filed a 
schedule or tariff of rates from the different points where 
these shipments originated, I think one was Ulm, Ark., 
and one Stuttgart, Ark., and one Kansas City, Mo. And 
in connection with that there is no dispute about the 
transportation rates. In two cases it was 17 cents and 
in the other 23 cents. No overcharge,.is claimed on the 
transportation. rates. The claim of overcharge arises on 
the question of storage after the shipment had arrived 
at or in the vicinity of New Orleans. , The storage is 
based on the rules that were filed by the Texas & Pacific 
Railway Company, as provided by law, along with its 
tariff, with the Interstate Commerce Commission. Those 
rules have been introduced in evidence. One of them 
is that the railroad company shall give prompt notice by 
mail or otherwise of the arrival of freight. Thesé rules 
apply not only to the Texas & Pacific Railroad, but to a 
number of different railroads. No storage charge can be 
made unless notice of legal shipment has been given to 
the consignee. Those are the two rules that are before 
us for interpretation, because, as I say, they were filed 
with the Interstate Commerce Commission along with the 
tariff of the Texas & Pacific Railway Company which 
governed these shipments and therefore became a part 
of its right to such storage if it had any. 

“Now, the question that governs the legality of this 
storage charge is, what is to be considered under these 
rules, the arrival of freight? If the arrival of freight 
merely means that the cars arrive at the terminal of the 
Texas & Pacific Railroad at New Orleans, then it seems 
to me clear they had the right to charge storage at 
Westwego because the evidence shows that the New ' 
Orleans terminal includes Westwego. That is not my 
view of what constitutes arrival, however. Even if these 
cars had arrived across the river and been left in the 
yard at New Orleans, on a storage track for railroad pur- 
poses, but to which the consignee had no access and 
from which he could not have gotten his freight, in my 
judgment, that would have been no more a delivery for 
the purpose of instituting a storage charge than if the 
cars. were in Westwego. A carrier has a duty to fulfill 
under the law, when it accepts a shipment of freight, 
and that is to transport it from the point of origin and 
carry it to destination and put it in the customary place 
of delivery for the consignee at the point of destination. 
And until he complies with that duty his liability as a 
common. carrier remains. It is a duty to keep the freight 
until delivery of it without cost to the consignee. He 
only has the right to charge storage when his duty as a 
carrier ceases and he becomes a warehouseman, and that 
means when he unloads the freight into a freight ware- 
house and it remains there after the railroad has given 
the consignee reasonable time to remove it. After that 
his liability as a common carrier ceases and he becomes 
that of an ordinary warehouseman and at the same time 
he has the right to begin charging storage. 

“Now, the undisputed evidence in this case shows 
that all these cars remained at Westwego until some 
time about February 10, I think, or along about February 
8, probably. Their arrival in Westwego was in the early 
part of January and they remained in the Westwego yard 
across the river at least, with the exception of one car, 
which I believe the evidence tends to show was probably 
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here on January 18, that is, Mr. Stanton’s car, the other 
cars were first brought over the river to the city of New 
Orleans some time early in February. Notice, however, 
was given of their arrival on January 2 and 3, and of 
one car in December. Upon their arrival in the West- 
wego yard notice was promptly given by the railroad 
company to the various consignees. Now, if the evi- 
dence *had tended to show you it was customary for the 
consignees after receiving that notice to give a disposi- 
tion of the car to the railroad before any further move- 
ment of the car, a different principle probably would pre- 
vail. In that case the railroad would have the right to 
hold the car, wherever it was convenient for it, be- 
cause the consignee did not expect to unload the car 
until he gave further notice of disposition to the railroad. 
But the evidence, on the contrary, in this case is that 
the usual method of delivery was to deliver at the Harris 
shed, or on the Harris sidetrack, or in what is called the 
open ffeld or flat field, unless different disposition was 
given. by the consignee to the railroad. In view of this, 
I am clear in my mind that the locality at which storage 
began or the time at which storage began is to be dated 
from the time the hay was placed at the usual place of 
delivery for the consignee, and that was either in the 
Harris shed, or if it was congested, if there was no room 
to place it there, then on the Harris sidetrack or on the 
place called the flat field, one of those three places. In 
that situation when the consignee paid his freight to the 
eashier of the local office he gave him a delivery order 
for it and it thereupon was ready for delivery to him. 
The railroad had no right to charge storage until the 
freight was in that attitude, in spite of the fact they had 
given notice to the consignee a month before when the 
cars were over in the Westwego yard. 

“Therefore, if you find from the evidence that stor- 
age was charged on these cars beginning with their 
arrival in the Westwego yard, and that the hay in the 
cars was not ready for delivery to the consignee until 
some time thereafter, that charge of storage was illegal 
under the interstate commerce law and under the tariffs 
filed with the Interstate Commerce Commission, and if 
you find that state of facts, and find that the railroad 
willfully demanded that storage then the railroad would 
be guilty of a violation of the interstate law and, if you 
find those facts beyond a reasonable doubt, they would 
be guilty under the several counts in the indictments or 
under such of them as you find storage was so charged 
or collected. If you have any reasonable doubt of those 
facts, and a reasonable doubt means a doubt founded on 
the evidence, or lack of evidence, namely, that the cars were 
in the Westwego yard during the period that the storage was 
charged, then entertaining that reasonable doubt it would 
be your duty to acquit the defendant, and you would also 
have to find beyond a reasonable doubt in order to con- 
vict the defendant that these charges were willful, though 
that does not mean that they were charged with any 
malice or bad purpose. If they were demanded know- 
ingly by the officer or the agent of the Texas & Pacific 
Railway, if the agent knew the cars were at Westwego, 
he is charged with knowledge of the legal meaning of 
the arrival of the cars. If, therefore, he knew, as a mat- 
ter of fact that the hay was not here but in Westwego 
and with such knowledge insisted on his right to charge 
these bills and presented them to the consignees for that 
purpose, then he would make the railroad company liable 
for willfully demanding or collecting such charges. 
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“So there is not very much left for you to determine 
in this case. You are the judges of the facts in the case, 
and the law is to be taken from me as I give it to yoy 
whatever your individual views about the law may be. 
because the rule is that the jury are the judges of the 
facts and the law is given by the court.” 

“T would like to ask your Honor,” interrupted a juro; 


“that question of twelve miles from the custom house. 
are we to disregard that?” 
“That does not make any difference in my judg. 


ment,” replied the court. “As I understand it that only 
defines the territory to which demurrage and _ storage 
rules apply to New Orleans. By the terms of that tariff 
New Orleans rules apply to those points that are within 
twelve miles of the custom house. The law itself says 
the railroad cannot charge storage until it has performed 
its duty as a carrier. It does not perform its duty asa 
carrier until it places the freight at a place where the 
consignee can unload the car or receive package freight 
As I understand it, if these cars were in the Westwego 
yard it is not contended that the consignee had any 
right to go and get his hay there, but it was customary 
to get hay in one of three places, either in the Harris 
shed, or the flat fields, if it was to be unloaded by the 
railroad, or on the Harris track if it was to be unloaded 
by the consignee, and I do not think storage could be 
charged until the hay was delivered at one of these three 
places according to the custom. 

“For the reasons given I refuse the special charges 
requested by the defendant.” 


Would Change Indiana Laws 


Indianapolis, Ind., February 10.—Four bills designed 
to promote the regulation of transportation have been 
introduced in the state legislature at the suggestion 
of the Indiana Manufacturers’ & Shippers’ Association. 
The bills are also understood to have the endorsement 
of the state railroad commission. 

They provide that the commission may, on its owl 
initiative, make an investigation of any effective rate, 
and change if it it is found to be unjust, unreasonable 
and discriminatory, and remove the two-year limitation 
now imposed on orders issued by the commission. This 
bill was introduced in the House by Representative 
Seidensticker. 

That incorrect statement of rates by carriers shall 
be penalized, giving the injured person a right of action 
for the amount of his injury, with interest and attor 
neys’ fees, in cases approved by the commission 4s 
being free from any purpose to evade any other 1aW, 
and where there is no combination to obtain or allow 
any undue advantage, rebate or preference. This Dill 
was introduced in the House by Representative Was 
muth. 

That reimbursement for loss of or damage to freigh! 
may be recovered, making the initial carrier in the 
state responsible for any claim, giving the initial carrie? 
remedy against other carriers for loss on lines othe! 
than those of the initial carrier, and providing pro 
cedure for presentation and disposition of such c/ail™, 
requiring that it be paid or rejected within sixty days 
from date of filing, or the stand of the shipper ad- 
mitted. This bill also would give the shipper right t? 
present a rejected claim to the railroad commissi0, 
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and the commission the right to hear arguments on 
such claim and make suggestions to the carrier. If 
the suggestions are not complied with after fifteen days, 
then the claim, the bill provides, shall be filed in court 
and become judgment if the defendant does not appear 
in the case. If the carrier makes a contest, a penalty 
of $25 is provided in favor of the claimant if the claim 
is upheld by the court. Claims for shipments within 
the state shall be filed with the agent issuing the bill 


of lading. Claims for shipments from outside the state, 
where the loss occurs within the state, are to be filed 
with the agent at the point of destination. No claim 
shall be filed until after the arrival of shipment or 


some part thereof, or after a reasonable time for the 
arrival of the shipment. This bill, which was intro- 
duced by Representative Myers, is cumulative of all 
other rights and remedies now enjoyed by the parties 
concerned. , 

That the commission shall have authority to take 
up, with or without complaint, but on notice, the pro- 
priety of any new rate, charge, classification, regulation 
or practice, and to amend any such, pending hearing, 
the burden of the proof to be placed on the carrier. 
This bill was introduced by Representative Lyon of 
Evansville. 


To Demand Prompt Payment 
St. Paul, Minn., February 10.—An attempt will be 
made at this session of the state legislature, according to 
Chairman Elmquist of the state railroad and warehouse 
commission, to have a statute passed requiring more 
prompt settlement of shippers’ claims against the trans- 
portation companies. 

Explaining the features of the proposed law to the 
members of the St. Paul Traffic Club, Mr. Elmquist said 
that the bill would make necessary the settlement of all 
overcharge claims within forty-five ‘days after presenta- 
tion of claims that are not well founded on the other, are 
ninety if interstate. Reciprocal penalties for slow settle- 
ment of valid claims on the one hand and for presenta- 
tion of claims that are not well-founded on the other, are 
provided. If a claim is taken to the railroad commission 
and is held just the railroad will be required to pay a 
Penalty of $25 in addition to the amount of the claim; 
should the claim not be sustained, then the shipper will 


be required to pay the railroad company a similar penalty, 
Viz., $25. 


COMPLAINS OF PICK-UP SERVICE. 

Albany, N. Y., February 10.—The public service com- 
mission, second district, has received a complaint from 
William C. Bay of Syracuse against the American and 
the National Express companies as to the refusal of said 
companies to collect from or deliver to complainant at 
his residence, 114 Griffiths street, express packages re- 
ceived from or consigned to him. He asks that the 
companies be ordered to furnish such service. 


SEEKS TO ENFORCE COMMISSION ORDER. 


Harrisburg, Pa., February 10.—Attorney-General John 
C. Bell is preparing to enter suit in the Dauphin County 
Courts against the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company 
for refusing to obey a recommendation of the state rail- 
Toad commission that it lower its passenger rates east 
and west of Connellsville. 


THE TRAFFIC WORLD AND TRAFFIC BULLETIN 


FIRST STEPS IN PARCELS POST 


By P. R. Howard. 


As we stand on the threshold of ushering the demo- 
cratic party into power again in the lower house of Con- 
gress, presaging a new era in legislation, based upon 
the declared principles and platform of said party, specu- 
lation is rife as to how progressive their policy will be 
on such important questions as ship-subsidy, tariff re- 
vision, amending anti-trust and interstate commerce acts; 
rivers and harbors improvement; establishing a health 
department; parcels post, etc., etc., and to what extent 
they will work hand in hand with the insurgents in the 
republican party. 

As the President has pertinently stated, what we 
want is a strict enforcement of the laws already on the 
statute books, rather than additional ill-advised legisla- 
tion, 

I believe it was the Emperor Justinian who, in early 
Roman history, wisely burned all the laws up to that 
time enacted, and in their place compiled the Justinian 
Code, upon which English and American jurisprudence is 
based to-day. With few exceptions, we could profitably 
do the same with the laws we have enacted. 

Recently there has been much agitation and general 
insistence upon the establishment by Congress of a 
comprehensive parcels post system up to the 11-pound 
maximum set by all progressive foreign countries. The 
advocates of this innovation seem to lose sight of the im- 
practicability of its successful inauguration at the out- 
set, owing to the limited facilities at the disposal of the 
present postal service. 

Research will show that in the early colonial days 
the American postal service embraced quite an extensive 
parcels post system, which was enjoyed by the people 
both under the British and American regime, but this so 
clogged the machinery of our postal service that it had 
to be restricted by the subsequent passage of a statute 
making four pounds the maximum weight that could 
legally be transmitted through the mail. This maximum 
is in effect to this day. But it also gave the government 
the exclusive monopoly in the transmission of all packets 
or packages up to said maximum weight. However, 
owing to an erroneous administrative construction for 
forty years of the word “packets” in the statute in ques- 
tion, the government’s legitimate monopoly was not as- 
serted. 

After forty years of misfeasance on the part of the 
postal authorities, and nonfeasance on the part of the 
Department of Justice, the statute was brought to the at- 
tention of the latter department by Nathan B. Williams, 
a brilliant young attorney of Fayetteville, Ark., after he 
had unsuccessfully endeavored to maintain an individual 
action in the courts of Arkansas against express com- 
panies usurping the exclusive legitimate function of the 
postal service, the court holding that such a suit could 
not properly be instituted by an individual, but must be 
instituted and prosecuted by the Department of Justice. 

The present legal lights in the Department of Justice 
have held that Mr. Williams’ contention as to the con- 
struction of the statute was the proper one, but it de- 
murs instituting suit against this alleged illegal invasion 
by express companies into the sphere of activity of the 
postal service, for fear that this long admittedly erro- 
neous administrative construction of the statute in ques- 
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tion would tend to make the court slow to upset it at 
this late date. 

The statute in question has since been re-enated into 
Section 181 of the new criminal code, and reads as fol- 
lows: 


Sec. 181. Whoever shall establish any private express for 
the conveyance of letters or packets, or in any manner cause 
or provide for the conveyance of the same by regular trips or 
at stated periods over any post route which is or may be estab- 
lished by law, or from any city, town or place to any other 
city, town or place between which the mail is regularly car- 
ried, or whoever shall aid or assist therein, shall be fined 
not more than $500, or imprisoned not more than six months, or 
both; Provided, That nothing contained in this section shall 
be construed as prohibiting any person from receiving and de- 
livering to the nearest postoffice, postal car or other authorized 
depository for mail matter any mail matter properly stamped. 

Postal deficits in England and Canada are unknown, 
while in the United States they are continuous, even 
under the business-like and economical administration of 
the Postoffice Department by the present able postmas- 
ter-general. In the meantime, the express companies 
fatten by the opening of enormous annual “melons,” 
which in any one year would have more than wiped out 
the postal deficit in that year and left a handsome mar- 
gin of profit to the credit of the Postoffice Department. 

As long as the government permits express com- 
panies to share this business up to the maximum pre- 
scribed by Congress with it, just that long will we have 
postal deficits, and the establishment of a rural parcels 
post, without the assertion of the government’s legitimate 
monopoly, will tend only toward increasing our annual 
deficits, and even raising the rate for the transmission 
of the advertising matter in periodicals will not in any 
Way overcome it. 

Our legislative and administrative doctors should 
cease treating symptoms and display more zeal in remov- 
ing causes. 

It therefore follows that the first logical step to take 
in the interest of the establishment of a comprehensive 
parcels post system in this country is for the govern- 
ment to assert its legitimate monopoly in the transmis- 
sion of all packages up to the present four-pound limit. 
After this is accomplished, then, through the postal sav- 
ings bank, enough money can be had et a very low rate 
of interest for its enlargement up to standard maintained 
by all progressive and enlightened European countries, 


WALKER COMMITTEE RESIGNS. 


Denver, Colo., February 10—As a mark of their 
disapproval of the action of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, in requesting the resignation of John Brisben 
Walker, chairman of the special committee on Colorado 
industry and freight rates, it is understood that the 
members of that committee have tendered their res- 
ignations from it. The committee has, however, rec- 
ommended that the chamber work for the passage of 
an anti-pass law and a bill to strengthen the powers 
of the state railroad commission. 


SLIDER FILES ANOTHER COMPLAINT. 

Indianapolis, Ind., February 10.—E. T. Slider of New 
Albany has again filed complaint with the state railroad 
commission attacking rates on coal, sand and gravel. 
This time it is the Southern and its Corydon branch 
that he charges with discriminating against New Albany. 
Over a year ago he charged the Monon with discriminat- 
ing against that city in favor of mines in Central Indiana 
and was successful in obtaining a readjustment of rates. 
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LEGAL DEPARTMENT 


Conducted by 
CHARLES CONRADIS, 


General Counsel, The Traffic Service Bureau. 


In this department we shall answer simple questions re. 
lating to the law of interstate transportation of freight. It js 
available both to those who are members of the Traffic Service 


Bureau and those who are not. Readers are particularly in. 
vited to write for advice on specific subjects covering the Act 
to Regulate Commerce and the decisions of the courts and the 
Interstate Commerce Commission thereunder, 

Address Legal Department, The Traffic Service Bureau, 
Washington, D. C. 





Instructions by Shipper as to Route. 

Ohio: “A claim has been presented against this 
company representing an overcharge on shipment moy- 
ing from a point in Ohio to a point in Georgia. Bill 
of lading covering shipment was made out by the con- 
signors and expressly specified routing, over which route 
a through rate of $1.28 was published. Claim is based 
on the fact that there is a rate of $1.03 applying via 
another route. Claimants allege that if the _ route 
shown in their bill of lading was not the route via 
which the lowest rate was in effect, they should have 
first been advised by our agent. Kindly advise if the 
Interstate Commerce Commission’s rulings provide for 
a refund in such instances.” 

In the case of Poor Grain Co. vs. C. B. & Q 
Ry. Co. et al. 12 I. C. C. 469, the Commission held 
that when a shipper gives instructions to forward his 
goods by a particular route, the carrier is relieved of 
the duty of ascertaining whether the goods could be 
forwarded by another route at a lower rate. 

Some instances in which the responsibility is placed 
upon the carrier to ship via the route taking the lowest 
rate, or to call upon the consignor for further instruc- 
tions, are first, where a shipper tenders a_ shipment 
accompanied by bill of lading in which certain routing 
is specified and in which he also enters the rate 
which he expects to have applied to the shipment. In 
such instances, if the rate so entered in the bill of 
lading does not apply via the route specified in the 
bill of lading, but is lawfully applicable via another 
route, it is the duty of the carrier to send the shipment 
via the route over which such rate lawfully applies. 
Second, when the rate and the route are both given 
by the shipper and the rate given does not apply via the 
route designated, it is the duty of the carrier’s agent 
to ascertain from the shipper whether the rate or the 
route given in the shipping instructions shall be fol- 
lowed. It would appear that the shipment in ques 
tion is controlled by the decision in the Poor Grain 
Company case cited above. 

* * ok 
Low Rate to Meet Competition. 


Pennsylvania: “The difference between two cities 
is just the same by two different routes, and two shbiP 
pers at each end are interested in the manufacture 
of a certain commodity which takes a fifth-class rate. 
Transportation between these two cities is also carried 
on by water. The manufacturer in city A is favored 
with a commodity rate, while the manufacturer in city 
B pays a class rate, which is higher, and cannot get 
a commodity rate, notwithstanding the fact that it 
costs the carrier no more to transport the same com 
modity in either direction. The claim of the carrier /8 
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that it gives city A the commodity rate because it 
r has a water line rate to meet and is prevented thereby 
from giving it to city B. What section of the inter- 


state commerce act would the carrier violate if it 
au. were to give city B also the commodity rate, or, in 
tions re- view of the carrier not wishing to do so, could the 
eae manufacturer charge that it was violating Section 3 
ularly in- of the act, and claim discrimination as existing between 
$e the two different localities because one city is favored 
. Bureau, more than the other?” 
The question is simply whether the alleged com- 
petition exists or whether it is used in the form of 
inst this a discrimination. There is nothing in the act .that 
ent moy- compels one competing carrier to charge less or more 
pia. Bill than its rivals. A carrier is free to fix its rates with- 
the con- out reference to those of other carriers competing for 
‘ich route business from the same or different points of supply. 
is based So far as its rates are just and reasonable, and not 
lying via discriminatory, its action in that respect is not subject 
he route te review by the Interstate Commerce Commission. The 
route via Commission has always recognized and acknowledged 
ould have water competition as a sufficient element for making a 
ise if the lower rate than what is established to points not so 
ovide for situated. Where competitive rates are something more 
than the additional cost of the movement of the traffic, 
B. & @ it is in the interest of the public that the carrier should 
ssion held be allowed to compete for the traffic. In a certain 
rward his case before the Commission it was shown that the 
elieved of rates from Ohio River points to Atlanta, Ga. were 
could be lower than rates to intermediate points on the several 
lines reaching Atlanta. The Atlanta rates were con- 
‘is placed trolled by active competition, while rates to the inter- 
the lowest mediate points were not affected by competition and 
er instruc- were just and reasonable in themselves. The Atlanta 
shipment rates were not unreasonably low. Held, “That as 
lin routing lower rates to Atlanta were produced by competition, 
the rate the prejudice or disadvantage resulting therefrom was 
ipment. In not undue or unreasonable.” This decision was. sus- 
he bill of tained by the United States Circuit Court and later 
ed in the affirmed by the United States Supreme Court. 
ia another 2 ° o 
shipment Carrier’s Liability Ceases on Delivery. 
ly applies. Cincinnati: “On cars of merchandise consigned to 
both given one having a private switch adjoining its warehouse, 
ply via the and where the car is placed on this switch by a carrier 
jer’s agent who maintains the switch, together with others in the 
ate or the immediate vicinity, does the liability cease immediately 
all be fol- upon the placing of the car upon the switch, or does 
in ques it continue until the seal of the car is broken by the 
Poor Grain consignee, or does it continue until the entire contents 


of the car have been removed by the consignee?” 
Delivery of cars upon private or industrial or inter- 
change tracks, or written notice to consignee of readi- 
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Will terminate the liability of the carrier, as such. 
After that the reiation of carrier has ceased, and it 
stands in the attitude of bailee merely; it is no longer 
al insurer of the safety of the goods, nor is it pre- 
cluded from showing that their loss has been occasioned 
by some other cause than its negligence or want of 
caution. If, for instance, the goods have been destroyed 
by an accidental fire, by leakage, loss by theft or 
obbery, without the fault or negligence of the carrier, 
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it will be excused, although it would have been un- 
questionably liable in its character as carrier. 
* * * 


Insurance by Shipper for Carrier’s Benefit. 


Cleveland: “In 1909 we tendered a shipment of 


two barrels on uniform bill of lading to a customer 
in Florida, routing same via steamship line at Balti- 
more. Delivery was not effected owing to the fact 
that the steamer met with a mishap, which occasioned 
loss of the goods. Claim was refused on the ground 
that shipment was not covered by an insured rate on 
bill of lading. What recourse have we?” 

The uniform bill of lading approved by the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission contains no provision of 
the kind conditioned upon which the carrier declines 
to pay the claim. There is a provision to the effect 
that “Any carrier or party liable on account of loss 
or damage to any of said property shall have the 
full benefit of any insurance that may have been ef- 
fected upon or on account of said property, so far 
as this shall not avoid the policy or contracts of in- 
surance.” A carrier may lawfully contract with the 
shipper for the benefit of any insurance which the 
latter may effect upon the goods, and if the goods 
are lost under circumstances which would make the 
insurer liable, the carrier may pay the owner of the 
goods and recover from the insurer, unless the insurer 
has guarded against such a contingency by inserting 
some such protective clause in the policy as that he 
would be liable only for what could not be collected 
from the carrier. But the carrier cannot insist, as a 
condition of receiving the goods for carriage or paying 
any losses sustained therein, that they shall be insured 
for his benefit by the shipper; and if a bill of lading 
contained a provision that the carrier would not be 
liable unless the owners should insure for its benefit, 


such provision would not be sustained. 
ak cd * 


- 


Organization of the Commerce Court. 


Wisconsin: “Has the Commerce Court been per- 


manently organized and is it hearing cases? Will the 
shippers have the privilege of presenting cases to this 
court on reparation claims against the railroads that 
have been decided against the shipper by the Inter 
state Commerce Commission? If so, will it be neces: 
sary to appear before the court in Washington, or will 
it hold sessions in other parts of the country, and will 
it be necessary to present cases through counsel?” 
The Commerce Court of the United States had its 
first session in Washington on the 6th instant, and an- 
other on the 8th instant, but simply for the purpose 
of organizing and the appointment of officers. The 
Commerce Court will open for the transaction of busi- 
ness on Wednesday, February 15, at 12 o’clock noon. 


While the former law allowed no appeal from the 


decision of the Commission denying reparation, yet 
under the Mann-Elkins act of January 18, 1910, it is 
provided that the Commerce Court shall have juris- 


diction over “Cases brought to enjoin, set aside, annul, 
or suspend in whole or in part any order of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission.” It would appear that 
under this provision, the Commerce Court will enter- 


tain appellate jurisdiction over reparation cases decided 
The act further provides that the 
different parts of the 


by the Commission. 
court shall hold sessions in 
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United States as may be found desirable. Petitioners 
may prosecute their own cases before the court, but 
as this is a court of record, with jurisdiction similar 
to that now possessed by circuit courts of the United 
States, the same strict rules of pleading and practice 
will be undoubtedly made and enforced in that court as 
are now enforced in the federal courts. 


An Antiquarian 





Back to January, 1836, is something in the way of 
time, bringing from the archives the days when life 
was simple and its methods primitive. With this sim- 
plicity for a start there have been evolved all the 
complex and intricate conditions we confront to-day 
and are finding so puzzling to us all. The tariff below, 
when compared to a Norfolk & Western issue of 
1910, gives some food for thought. 


REGULATIONS. 

To be observed by those sending or receiving 
produce or other articles, by the Portsmouth and 
Roanoke Railroad: 

First. The warehouse will be open from sun- 
rise to sunset, for the reception and delivery of 
goods, and nothing will be received or delivered 
after sunset. 

Second. A duplicate bill must be sent with 
each boat or dray bringing goods for transporta- 
tion; one of which will be retained by the agent, 
and the other returned with an acknowledgment 
of the articles having been received. 

Third. All articles must be distinctly marked 
with the name of the consignee and depot at which 
they are to be left. 

Fourth. Steel and iron in bars must be se- 
cured in bundles or each bar distinctly marked. 

Fifth. Lime, tar, molasses, glass, stone or 
crockery ware, demijohns and jugs, either full or 
empty, and furniture or carriages not boxed, or 
harness not securely bundled, will only be carried 
at the risk of the owner. 

Sixth. Grain, meal, etc., will only be carried 
in two-bushel bags, with the owner’s name marked 
upon them. 

Seventh. All kegs containing gunpowder must 
be put up securely in boxes or barrels and marked 
Gunpowder, or they will not be received. 

Eighth. Sacks containing salt or any other 
article must be strong and well secured, or they 
will only be taken at the risk of the owner. 

Ninth. Freight on articles sent to-persons re- 
siding more than one mile from the depot to which 
they are directed must be paid to the agent at 
Portsmouth. 

Tenth. The agent will require a receipt for 
all goods delivered by him, and will give a receipt 
for all goods for which the company are liable under 
the foregoing regulations. 
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Rate of Transportation. 
On goods, wares and merchan- 


dise, for every 100 lIbs...... 4 mills per mile. 
On lumber, continued to the end 

EEO I os) cu tisin ee «400s 7c per ton per mile. 
On lumber, delivered along the 

line of.the road............ 8c per ton per mile, 


Passengers from depot to depot..5c¢ per mile. 
No passenger is carried any distance for less than 
50 cents. 
No package is received for less than 25 cents 
freight. 
ARTHUR EMERSON, 


Portsmouth, January, 1836. President. 


Lumber Rates Not Unreasonable 





Albany, N. Y., February 10—The public service con- 
mission, second district, has dismissed the complaint of 
J. A. Scobell of Cape Vincent as to alleged unreasonable 
rates on lumber and cedar posts from Cape Vincent to 
Syracuse, Utica and Ogdensburg. The complainant con 
tended that the 7-cent rate in effect to these points was 
unreasonable and unjust compared with the 5-cent rate 
on grain between the same points. 

The commission points out that the grain coming by 
lake to Ogdensburg competes with the shipments fron 
the west via Buffalo and is adjusted to rates from the 
west. Complainant alleged that the increase in rates had 
largely decreased his business transactions in Syracust 
and Utica. The commission points out that his compet 
tion is with lumber dealers of Tonawanda, Ogdensburg, 
Oswego and Morristown, and that from each of thes: 
points the rate is higher than from Cape Vincent. Upon 
all the facts in the case the commission is unable to find 
that the present rate from Cape Vincent to Syracuse, 
Utica or Ogdensburg is unreasonable, or that it is unjust 
as compared with rates from other points. 


M’CORNACK TO ADDRESS TRAFFIC CLUB. 

Walter E. McCornack, formerly attorney and special 
examiner for the Interstate Commerce Commission and 
now engaged in private practice in Chicago, will address 
the Traffic Club of Chicago at its monthly luncheon next 
Tuesday. Mr. McCornack’s subject will be “The Control 
Over Transportation by the Federal Government Throug) 
the Development of the Commerce Clause of the Federal 
Constitution.” 


WANTS BOND ISSUE AUTHORIZED. 


Albany, N. Y., February 10.—The public service col- 
mission, second district, has received an application from 
the New York, Ontario & Western Railway Company 
asking for an order authorizing the issue of coupol 
bonds under its general mortgage to the amount of $2; 
702,000, bearing interest at the rate of 4 per cent per 
annum. The company alleges in its petition that be 
tween the first day of February, 1907, and the first day 
ot December, 1910, it has actually expended out of it 
come and other moneys in its treasury $2,751,452.95 for 
the acquisition of property, construction, completion, &* 
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tension and improvement of its facilities other than 
maintenance of service and replacements. The company 
states that it has contracted for the construction of ten 
100-lon road engines and two switch engines which will 
$202,602.40. The coupon bonds are to be issued to 
reimburse for expenditures made and to pay for engines 


now under construction. 


COSI 


Doubles Mileage in 22 Years 


Ottawa, Ont., February 10.—According to the report of 
the comptroller of statistics of Canada, there were in 
operation in Canada on June 30, 1910, 24,731 miles of 
railway, this amount representing a doubling of the rail- 
way mileage of Canada in twenty-two years. During the 
last fiscal year 627 miles were added, of which 519 miles 
were laid in the three western prairie provinces and in 
British Columbia. The 24,731 miles reported as being in 
operation do not include, however, a considerable mile- 
age in actual operation, but officially regarded as under 
construction. The mileage under the lat‘er designation 
and available for service totals at least 1,500 miles. 
About 4,500 miles of line were estimated officially as be- 
ing actively under construction on June 30 last. During 
the last four years there has been an increase of 2,279 
miles of main line, 476 miles of second track line and 
1,063 miles of yard track and sidings, making a total in- 
crease of 3,318 miles, 

The railway mileage of 1910 is distributed by prov- 
inces as indicated in the following tabulation: 








Province— , Miles Inc. 1910 
Ny ee ae ee ee ee ee 1.14 
an ot ga 132.00 
ED <5 eh gaat cach ates sages dh ees bec 0b 6Gnenre 3,221 15.36 
RN 8d Bek Vesa eds ccdus cebebedcces cess EE 300.56 
ee are ee pee ee ee Te 1,488 167.00 
I Pe ry Ty yr 1,832 36.34 
ee So ba chain we Faure © hee h hobs Odes aes 1,522 conn’ 
ey SE, cco SE- PsN cba adeweadeul ees ve sesenes 1,351 -03 
Prince Edward Island and Yukon............... 360 

PE Cw eece Cet aah hs eRe Se haee vedo uwasaen ae 24,731 « 626.86 


During the year $101,816,271 was added to the capital 
liability of the railroads, of which $40,022,740 was in stocks 
and $61,793,531 represented by funded debt. Outstand- 
ing obligations aggregated $1,410,297,687 at the end of the 
year. During the year cash subsidies to the railways 
amounted to $1,789,723, of which amount $1,382,192 was 
paid by the Dominion, $248,531 by the provinces and 
$159,000 by municipalities. The total amount of cash 
subsidies to the Canadian railways is thus brought up to 
$146,932,179 by the Dominion, $35,837,060 by the provinces 
and $17,983,823 by municipalities. The account of land 
grants, as of June 30, 1910, stands as follows: 


Acres 
MNO icc patti cees ol 0.0 ch OUUO SU Lees ocbcabas ncdoake 32,040,378 
NO nina nin beh ednden 660s ¥0 bene chen whoo 0n9e enn petnd 13,324,950 
British TL. co ia'es.¥ ec 94 0.0.0 sue 62600 kode gue eoly se at ae 
Be NERD. ons Cece cot dovky tia cobbadvennendrneiediy 1,647,772 
SUNS (I ng tM a Ek el tea ee ae 160,000 


In the case of the province of Quebec it has been 
the policy of the government to present to the grantees 
the option of taking the land or receiving a sum of 52 
cents per acre in lieu thereof, and in nearly every in- 
stance the cash option has been taken, so that of the 
13,324,950 acres primarily granted by the province only 
&small number has been alienated. 

During the year considered the Canadian railways 
farried a total of 35,894,573 passengers and 74,482,866 
tons of freight, an increase of 3,211,267 passengers and 
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7,640,608 tons of freight over 1909. 
are indicated in the following table: 


Other comparisons 


Gain Over 
1909 
$28,899,880 
15,805,356 
13,094,525 


1910 
Pe REED. os dicey nied race Chynes den $173,956,217 
Operating expenses 120,405,440 
Net earnings 53,550,776 


The ratio of expenses to gross was 69.2 or 2.9 per 
cent better than in 1909. Of gross earnings, 67.54 per 
cent came from freight and 30.44 per cent from passen- 
ger service. Earnings per train mile were $2.036, as com- 
pared with $1.816 in 1909, and expenses per train mile 
were $1.409, compared with $1.309 in 1909. The average 
passenger journey was 69 miles and average haul of 
freight 211 miles. 


Lehigh Valley Leads in Increase 





Philadelphia, Pa., February 10.—Figures for the an- 
thracite tonnage of the principal coal-carrying roads for 
last year shows that the Lehigh Valley made the biggest 
gain in the percentage hauled as compared with per- 
centages for 1909. There was also an increase of 
nearly 3,000,000 tons in the total tonnage carried by all 
the roads. 

Detailed comparative figures follow: 





1910 aA 1909 rec, 

Philadelphia & Readimg.......12,445,733 19.17 11,920,757 19.24 
Rhian: VOROF vcc-c ce dccicees.s 11,195,765 17.25 10,296,627 16.61 
Central R. R. of New Jersey. 8,579,135 13.13 7,938,370 12.81 
Dela., Lack. & Western...... 9,589,076 14.77 9,531,695 15.38 
Delaware & Hudson.......... 6,578,356 10.14 6,136,946 9.96 
POMPE IV OMIG: 6006 cece cunens sae 6,250,976 9.63 5,966,543 9.63 
DNs. ial ware sedielewn ha ooh Seka oes hon 7,554,198 11.64 7,461.121 12.04 
Ontario & Western........... 2,772,547 4.27 2,717,826 4.39 
ae 64,965,786 100.00 61,969,885 100.00 


South Dakota Class Rates Down 


Pierre, S. D., February 10.—After a series of hear- 


ings at various points throughout the state, the state 
railroad commission has announced a new class rate 
schedule reducing certain charges about 15 per cent 


under those that are now in effect. The railroads are 
ordered to establish the lower rates March 10. 

Complaints against the present adjustment came 
principally from territory west of the Missouri River. 
In general, therefore, the commission continues the east 
of the river scale across the river. Roads lying in the 
Black Hills are excepted from the new arrangement. A 
bridge arbitrary of one cent on carloads and twice that 
on less than carload shipments per hundred pounds is 
also allowed and special commodity rates are estab- 
lished on coal and coarse grains. 

A comparison of the old and new schedules for 150- 
mile hauls shows the following: 


Old Rate. New. 
Pe ES. uidi't' wc 0 oo Wee ce tM eb obs so cdcebueenembe 70 45.90 
TED | 5 as 06.00 oe Rania sed 800 oe ke ce waiedd eek 62 38.70 
ET SD <5. 0.0o o> 6 0 oda Wivdbde tis so deiwa se petiebaa Oae 43 30.6 
PEN O0s sos bo wes eV ecdwade edebd ewes bmae benbhduss 43 22.9 
Be ORIEL uisidc: on v0 02 tecled sy abd e ale dies eA ew ER? RRO 36.50 18.45 
re ere err ee eee = 18.45 
CIEE Ee die ais bab 0.8 6:0 A BOMMb ye clench e-cebb Sh Ube Mee Cubase 25 16.65 
Ses ee ae ee See eee 21.50 13.95 
RINE, CEI Wh he 6 wc.b 0.0 Ud IRR Cembaedc «oo edesell & Pele able de 15.50 12.50 
GN BE Sa sewn sates cue pgeoe 9:0 aimee ddehca 11 9.45 


The average reduction on first-class rates: up to 240. 
mile shipments is 15.82 per cent, ranging from 16.09 on 
five-mile shipments up to 36.5 on 170 miles. 
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LEADING COMMERCIAL AND 
TRAFFIC ORGANIZATIONS 


The National Industrial Traffic League. 
Object—The object of this league is 
to interchange ideas concerning traffic 
matters, to co-operate with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, state rail- 
road commissions and transportation 
companies in promoting and securing 
better understanding by the public and 
the state and national governments of 
the needs of the traffic world; to secure 
proper legislation where deemed neces- 
sary, and the modification of present 
laws where considered harmful to the 
free interchange of commerce; with the 
view to advance fair dealing and to 
promote, conserve and protect the com- 
mercial and transportation interests. 
Membership—Those eligible as members 
are traffic directors, managers, com- 
missioners or other officials in charge 
of traffic of industrial or commercial 
organizations and trafic officers of rep- 
resentative shipping concerns in the 
United States. 

Officers 
J. C. Lincoln, President, 
Comm’r Merchants’ Exchange Traffie 
Bureau, St. Louis, Mo. 
W. M. Hopkins, Vice-President, 
Mer. Transp. Dept. Board of Trade, 
Chicago, Il. 
W. D. Hurlbut, Secretary-Treasurer 
T. M., Wisconsin Pulp & Paper Co., 
39 Jackson Bivd., Chicago, Ill. 


ILLINOIS. 


Lake County Manufacturers’ Association, 
E. P. Sedgwick, Pres., Waukegan. 
National Implement and Vehicle Associa- 
tion. W. J. Evans, Freight Traf. Mgr., 
American Trust Bldg., Chicago, Ill. 
Sterling 
Manufacturers’ and Shippers’ 
Association, 
In charge of traffic of industries at 
- Parere and Rock Falls, Ill. 













































































. KF. Lawrence..... eigete aia ..-.President 
W. Be, PRIOR. oc oc cccvce Vice-President 
i =. eee Secretary-Treasurer 
W. E. Long.......-.....Traffic Manager 

MINNESOTA. 


‘Northern Pine Manufacturers’ Ass0cla- 
tion, H. S. Childs, Secy., Minneapolis. 


MISSOURI. 

Business Men’s League, P. W. Coyle, 
Comm’r, 614 Bank of Commerce Bidg., 
St. Louis. 

Commercial Club, H. G. Krake, Comm’r, 
St. Joseph, 

Kansas City Transportation Bureau of 
the Commercial lub, H. G. Wilson, 
Trans. Comm’r, 105- 6-7 Board of Trade 
Bldg., Kansas City. 


NEW YORK. 
Albany Chamber of Commerce, Wm. B. 
Jones, Secy., 95 State St., Albany. 
National Wholesale Grocers’ Association, 
A. H. Beckman, Secy., 6 Harrison 8t., 
New York. 


~ OHIO. 
Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, Munson 
A. Havens, Secy., Cleveland. 


TRAFFIC CLUBS 
The Traffic Club of New York, F. E. Her- 
riman, Pres.; C. A. Swope, ‘Secy. 
The Traffic Club of Chicago, John T. 
Stockton, Pres.; Guy S. McCabe, Secy. 
The Traffic Club of Philadeiphia, Edw. 
Knight, Pres.; H. C. Trumbower, Secy. 
The Traffic Club of St. Louis, C. R. Gray, 
Pres.: A. F. Versen, Secy.-Treas. 
The Traffic Club of Pittsburg, O. M. Elis- 
worth, Pres.; T. J. Walters, Secy. 
The Transportation Club of Indianapolis, 
L. J. Blaker, Pres.; L. E. Stome, y. 
The Transportation Club of Loutevilie, 
a i J. Irwin, Pres.; Fred H. Behring, 
ecy. 
The Transportation Club of Toledo, Thos. 
Conlon, Pres.: 9 Secy. 
The Traffic Club of St. Paul, J. R. Jones, 
Pres.; A. L. Bowker, Seey. 

The Traffic Club of Newark, Chas. Mil- 
bauer, Pres.; DB. G. Well, Secy. 

The Transportation Club of Detrolt, Mich. 
} a W. Parker, Pres.; . R. Hurley, 
ec 


The Rallroad Ciub of Kansas City, Mo. 
James L. Marens, Pres.; Claude Man- 
love, Secy. 
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Digest of Petitions Lodged with Interstate Commerce Board During 


Past Week 





Guthrie & Co.; Kerr Gifford 
& Co. vs. Ore.-Wash. R. R. & Nav. 
Co. (3820). 

Complainant alleges that it is 
engaged in the business of ship- 
ping grain, and that cars necessary 
for such shipment should be in a 
clean condition and should also be 
tight to prevent damage, leakage, 
ete. Complainant alleges cars fur- 
nished by defendant are unfit for 
shipments of bulk grain and put 
complainant to an extra charge in 
making the cars fit for the trans- 
portation of said product. 

Complainant alleges that this 
extra charge is excessive, unrea- 
sonable and unjust, and prays that 
after due hearing and investiga- 
tion defendants be made to answer 
such charges, to cease and desist 
from said violations and to make 
sufficient tariff provision to re- 
imburse complainant in any extra 
expense incurred in the fitting up 
of grain cars, such allowance not 
to be less than $5 per car. 

John B., vs. C. M. & St. P., 
Pa. Co. and P. R. R. (3821). 

Complainant alleges that on June 
3, 1909, he shipped one iron flag- 
pole, requiring two cars, from 
Verona, Pa., to Iron Mountain, 
.Aich., charges assessed in collect- 
ing, $164.25, at a rate of 36% 
cents per hundred pounds. 

Complainant alleges the rates 
charged by defendant are excessive, 
unreasonable and unjust, and prays 
that after due hearing and inves- 
tigation defendants be made to 
answer such charges, to cease and 
desist from said violations, to put 
in force more reasonable and just 
rates, and asks reparation in the 
sum of $88.25. 


Central Phosphate Co., The, vs. L. & 


N. and P. R. R. (3826). 

Complainant alleges that in the 
course of its business it shipped a 
consignment of crude ground phos- 
phate from Mt. Pleasant, Tenn., to 
Newport, Del., at a rate of $5.50 per 
gross ton. 

Complainant alieges that the rate 
charged by defendants was excess- 
ive, unreasonable and unjust, and 
prays that after due hearing and in- 
vestigation defendants may be made 
to answer such charges, to cease and 
desist from said violations, to put 
in force more reasonable and just 
rates, and for such further orders 
as the Commission may deem com- 
plainant entitled to. 


Conifer Lumber Co. vs. L. & N., B. 


& O.. N. Y. N. H. & H. and B. & 
A. (3823). 

Complainant alleges defendants 
accepted at Brewton, Ala, Nov. 
3, 1908, one carload of yellow pine 
lumber, consigned to complainant 
at New Haven, Conn. Complainant 


Degentesh Bros., 


alleges that as defendant did not 
route shipment by the cheapest 
route, charges assessed and col. 
lected are excessive, unreasonable 
and unjust. 

Complainant prays that after 
due hearing and investigation de 
fendant be made to answer such 
charges, cease and desist from 
said violation, and asks reparation 
in the sum of $60.24. 


Consolidated Fuel Co., The, and The 


Castle Valley Coal Co. vs. A. T. & 
S. F., Denver & Rio Grande, the 
Western Pacific, Northern Pacific, 
San P. Los A. & S. L. et al. (3811). 

Complainants allege that they 
are engaged in the business of min- 
ing coal at points in Utah mining 
regions. Complainants allege that 
because of the failure of defendant 
carriers to put in force through 
routes and joint rates on coal from 
mines of complainants in Utah to 
a large number of towns in Idaho, 
Montana, Washington, Oregon, Ne 
vada and California they are put 
to a great disadvantage and loss in 
the marketing of their products. 
Complainants allege that the rates 
now in effect from and to above- 
named points are excessive, unrea- 
sonable and unjust, and pray that 
after due hearing and investigation 
defendants may be made to answer 
such charges, to cease and desist 
from said violations, and to put in 
force more reasonable and_ just 
rates, such rates to be in effect for 
a period of not less than two years. 


The, of Milwaukee, 
Wis., vs. C. M. & St. P. (3827) 
Complainant alleges that during 
the months of October, November 
and December, 1910, it shipped five 
carloads of wet brewers’ grain from 
Chicago, Ill., to Lake Wisconsin. 
Complainant alleges that the rate 
of 4c per 100 lbs. charged by de 
fendant was excessive, unreasonable 
and unjust, and prays that after due 
hearing and investigation defendant 
may be made to answer such 
charges, to cease and desist from 
said violations, to put in force more 
reasonable and just rates, and asks 
reparation in the sum of $21.95. 


Fond du Lae Church Furnishing C0. 
vs. C. M. & St. PB, C. RI. & P. 
and the D. & R. G. (3822). 

Complainant alleges that on Oct. 
21, 1910, it shipped from Fond du 
Lac, Wis., to Olathe, Colo., tw0 
prayer desks, one reading desk, 
one altar in two boxes and one 
box of brass goods. Charges 4 
sessed and collected $57.82. 

Complainant alleges rates charged 
by defendants are excessive, Ww 
reasonable and unjust and pray 
that after due hearing and inves 
tigation defendants be made 
answer such charges, to cease and 
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desist from said violation, to put 
in foree more reasonable and just 
rates, and asks reparation in the 
sum of $28.10. 


Cc. G., vs. B. & B. and P. R. R. 
(3828). 

Complainant alleges that the rates 
from Keyser, Romney and Sleepy 
Creek, W. Va., to Philadelphia, Pa., 
on peaches, are excessive, unreason- 
able and unjust, and prays that after 
due hearing and investigation de- 
fendants may be made to answer 
such charges, to cease and desist 
from said violations, to put in force 
more reasonable and just rates, and 
for such further orders as the Com- 
mission may consider complainant 
entitled to. 


Lovelace Lumber Co. vs. L. & N., 
Cin. Nor., C. C. C. & St. L., Grand 
Trunk, L. S. & M. S., Pere M. et al. 
(3816). 

Complainant alleges that it is en 
gaged in the manufacture. of 
wooden articles and basket tops, 
etc., and for the past several years 
has endeavored to market its prod- 
ucts in the fruit-growine sections 
of southern Michigan. 

Complainant alleges that the 
rates on basket tops from Brewton, 
Ala., to points in Michigan are 
based on a rate of 36 cents, while 
the rates on lumber and forest 
products from and to the same 
points take a rate of 28 cents per 
100 pounds. 

Complainant alleges that the 
rates charged by defendants are 
excessive, unreasonable and unjust, 
and prays that after due hearing 
and investigation defendants ,may 
be made to answer such charges, 
to cease and desist from such vio- 
lation, to put in force more reason- 
able and just rates, and asks repa- 
ration in such sums as the Com- 


Will Not Enjoin Oregon Rates 


Portland, Ore., February 10.—In a bench decision. re- 
States Circuit Court, 
Judges Gilbert, Wolverton and Bean sitting, has declined 
to continue the temporary order issued by Judge Wolver- 
ton last month staying the enforcement of the order of 


cently handed down, the United 


tr 


Ween Portland and East Portland 
the Southern Pacific in Oregon. 


Judge Gilbert, who delivered the opinion of the court, 
said: “The court is not convinced that this is a case in 
vhich there should be a rest raining order. The case 
does not stand on the basis of a suit between private 
have been invaded. 
The action of the commissioners is presumed to have 
iad upon a fair investigation of the facts, and ought 
= to be enjoined by the court unless it is very plain 
‘om the averments of the bill that some right has been 


aruies where a right is alleged to 
been | 


i 


National 


he state railroad commission reducing class rates be- 
and local points on 


mission may consider complainant 
entitled to. 

Blair, Drayton & Hillyer attor- 
neys for complainant, Colorado 
Building, Washington, D. C, 


Lumber Exporters’ Assn., 
The, vs. K. C. & Sou. (3818). 

Complainant alleges that the 
rate of 14 cents per hundred 
pounds, as charged by defendant 
on lumber, when for export, from 
Zwolle and Blue Lake, La., to New 
Orleans, La., is excessive, unrea- 
sonable and unjust. 

Complainant alleges that it con- 
siders a rate of 10 cents per hun- 
dred pounds reasonable and just 
and prays that after due hearing 
and investigation defendants be 
made to answer such charges, to 
cease and desist from said viola- 
tion, to put in force more reason- 
able and just rates, and asks rep- 
aration in the sum of $3,432.40. 


Northern Wisconsin Produce Co. vs. 


M. St. P. & 8. S. M. (3824). 

Complainant alleges that on Nov. 
10, 1909, it was assessed by de- 
fendant a car service charge of 
$3 on one car of vegetables at 
Ironwood, Mich. 


Complainant alleges said car 
service charge was excessive, un- 
reasonable and unjust and prays 
that after due-.hearing and inves- 
tigation defendant be made to an- 
swer such charges, to cease and 
desist from said violation, and 
asks reparation in the sum of $3. 

River & Rail, Coal & Coke Co. vs. 
Ill. Cent. (3817). 

Complainant alleges that the rate 
of $1.77 per ton from Morganfield, 
Ky., to Chicago, Ill., is excessive, 
unreasonable and unjust and puts 
complainant to'a great disadvan- 
tage in the shipping of coal to 
Chicago, Ill. and points in the 


a fair 


brought suit in 


Lehigh Valley; 
burg; Jersey 


Steinhart & Co. 


in restraining the 
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Northwest. Complainant alleges 
defendant maintains a much lower 
rate on same grades of coal from 
other points equally distant from 
Chicagag Ill. 

Complainant prays that after due 
hearing and investigation defendant 
be made to answer such charges, 
to cease and desist from said 
violation, to put in force more 
reasonable and just rates, and for 
such further orders as Commission 
may consider complainant entitled 
to. 
vs. N. O. & N. B. 
and Gulf & S. I. (3819). 

Complainant alleges rates charged 
by defendants on shipment of cot- 
tonseed oil from New Roads, La., 
to Gulfport, Miss., are excessive, 
unreasonable and unjust and re- 
sulted in an overcharge of $170.82. 

Complainant prays that after due 
hearing and investigation defend- 
ants be made to answer such 
charges, to cease and desist from 
said violations, to put in force more 
reasonable and just rates, and asks 
reparation in the sum of $107.82. 


St. Louis Blast Furnace Co. vs. The 


Virginian Ry., C. & O., C. C. C. 
& St. L. and St. Louis I. M. & Sou. 

Complainant alleges that the 
rates charged on various consign- 
ments of coke delivered to de- 
fendants at Page, W. Va., and 
consigned to St. Louis, Mo., were 
excessive, unreasonable and unjust 
and put complainant to a great 
disadvantage in the operation of 
their business at St. Louis, Mo. 

Complainant prays that after due 
hearing and investigation defend- 
ants be made to answer such 
charges, to cease and desist from 
said violations, to put in force 
more reasonable and just rates, 
and asks reparation in the sum of 
$12,912.77. 


application, it does not necessarily appear therefrom that 
the railroad company will be deprived of its property or 
remuneration 
process of law, and we believe we would not be justified 
operation of the new 
final adjudication of the case upon its merits. The ap- 
plication for the restraining order must be denied.” 


upon its investment without due 


rates pending 


The order of the Commission in this case was pub- 
lished in full in Tue TrRArric Wortp for October 8. 


1910, 





the Interstate Commerce Commission, and 
alleged, the following roads have refused to pay: The 

Reading; 
Central and the 
January 5, 1909, the carriers charged $2 per gross ton 


SUES TO RECOVER REPARATION. 
New York, N. Y., February 10.—Naylor & Co. have 
the federal 
the recovery of an 


court of Philadelphia for 


award of nearly $7,000 made by 


which, it is 
Buffalo, Rochester & Pitts- 
Lackawanna. Prior to 


infringed, or that a rate has been fixed which would de on pyrites cinder from Buffalo to various points. The 


Prive the railroad company of a fair return upon its in- 


vestment, 


“Considering all the allegations of the bill upon this 


Commission held that this was excessive and ordered 
it reduced to $1.45, with 
of previous overcharges. 


reparation for the aggregate 
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NEWSPAPER COMMENT 


On Railway and Other Questions 


of National and Local Interest, 





In these columns, we aim to give current newspaper comment on live topics; the publication of an editoria| 
here carries with it neither the approval or disapproval of the opinions therein expressed.—The Traffic Service Bureau. 


One after another, decisions of federal courts are 
establishing the doctrine that federal and state railroad 
commissions can regulate rates, and can reduce rates, 
if in the opinion of such commissions they are too high. 
The doctriné upheld in some decisions years ago that 
Congress or a’ state legislature cannot delegate this 
power to a commission is now seldom, if ever, main- 
tained. The only point the courts will consider in pass- 
ing upon an application to restrain a freight reducing 
order is the reasonableness of the new rates—whether 
they are such as would not yield the railroad people a 
fair return on their investment, and amount to confisca- 
tion of their property. Even this, to give the railroads 
a standing in court, must be positively alleged and 
affirmatively shown. 

Judges Bean, Gilbert and Wolverton held Friday, in 
the matter of rate reductions from Portland southward, 
that no right of the railroad company had been invaded. 
That the action of the commission must be presumed to 
have been fair and just to the railroad, and that unless 
it could show that in consequence of such reductions 
it was deprived of a fair remuneration upon its invest- 
ment no such restraining action could be maintained. 

Gradually, but surely, people are learning that they 
can within reasonable limits regulate freight rates, and 
the railroad people must be getting the same impression. 
—Portland (Ore.) Journal, ’ 

* * % 

The great financial interests of the country have 
grown tired of discussing the possible results of Supreme 
Court decisions in the oil and tobacco cases and the 
difficulties of the Interstate Commerce Commission in 
the matter of railroad rates, and are now speculating 
on the improvement of business that is certain to come 
with the spring. Several million more acres of land will 
be put under cultivation in the United States this year 
than ever before and the mere planting of the vast acre- 
age will put in circulation some billions—not millions— 
of dollars. Counting seed, purchases of implements and 
wages, the planting of the crops and their cultivation up 
to the time of maturity costs at least one-third of the 
total market value of the harvested crop. This vast 
amount of money cannot be put in circulation without 
creating activity in all lines of business. 

Even a promise of reciprocity with Canada and other 
developments that will tend to reduce the cost of living 
inspires the public with hope of better times. Discour- 
agement will pass away as winter recedes. A new spirit 
of enterprise is being awakened and within a few months 
all America will be so busy that the pessimists will no 
longer have an audience. Spring work is opening in the 
far southern states and the winter of 1911 will soon be 
a thing of the past. All observant readers must have 
noticed how few stories of distress have come from the 
big cities this year. Owing to the mildness of the 


weather there has been less than the usual amount of 
suffering.—Springfield (Mo.) Leader. 
os & ab 


The question of railroad rates is a complicated one. 
It is scarcely comprehended by railroad experts, and 
when legislators take hold of it they frequently show 
signs of fatigue when asked to explain their reforms. As 
a short way out of this embarrassment, some deep 
thinkers and pure patriots reject the necessity of ex 
planation, preferring to rest on the simple hypothesis 
that all railroad men are villains. They keep themselves 
pure from the “jungle of ratemaking” and discuss only 
“principles.” 

Now, what is their principle in ratemaking? It is 
that all men and all places shall be treated alike. It 
sounds simple. But no ratemakers have yet had such 
simple conditions to deal with. They fight the battle of 
long and short hauls, of local and through competition 
They meet with the obstinacy of men who will build 
towns where they please. They have water competition 
to consider. They have the varying expense of terminal 
service and switching. 

The process of charging everybody and everything 
so much a mile would wipe out those towns that are un- 
favorably situated. The thorough-going reformer would 
let them die. The compromising ratemaker tries to find 
some way of keeping them on the map. Railroad rate 
makers are not Calvinists. They have not yet accepted 
the doctrine that certain towns were predestined to live 
and others to die a lingering death. This sort of rail- 
road Calvinism, which the so-much-a-mile people put 


forth as their ultimatum, does not go down with the 
railroad man, nor will it with the public. 
The discussion of rates is, however, a good thing, 


since it shows first the difficulties in the way of an ideal 
scheme; and, second, the really earnest efforts which the 
rate experts of the various roads make to do justice all 
round, and how much nearer they come to accomplish 
ing it than those who, having insufficiently studied the 
question, would tip over the prosperity of the state el 


tirely, on the claim that, owing to certain rates, it had 
not been prosperous enough.—Minneapolis (Minn.) Jour 
nal. 

a * * 

Complemental to the control of rates by the Inter 
state Commerce Commission, the federal government 
should have control of the securities issues of the rail 
roads. As to control of the selling price of securities 
and the conditions under which railroad issues may »° 


made in the case of new lines projected; and as to the 
merits or demerits of overcapitalization of railroads, the 
railroad securities commission, presided over by Pres! 
dent Hadley of Yale, will be prepared to make 4: finite 
recommendations after it has sifted the mass of test! 
mony being taken from practical railroad officia! and 
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others competent to give expert information. It may be 
laid down as a first proposition in approaching this diffi- 
question, that any measure of control by the federal 
government would be for two reasons. The first would 
b to do away with the chaos of state legislation with 
re | to railroad securities, to relieve the roads of the 
hasty and detrimental legislation by state 
acting under the incentive of local griev- 
destructive sentiment. The second guiding 
is that the federal government should as- 
measure of the securities of the 
exercises over the source of profits from 
the rates. The importance of consider- 
ne these as similar, rather than detached features of a 


cult 


menace of 
legislatures 
ances or 

consideration 
sume the control over 
oa that it 

namely, 


ommon policy, is illustrated by the demand made by 
the railroads for increased rates, the reason for which 
as alleged, is that the present operating expenses and 


other charges make railroading unprofitable. 
The stockholders’ point of is antagonistic to 
that of the shippers. The latter have a basis of mutual- 


view 


ity between themselves and the railroad management 
through the Interstate Commerce Commission. As yet 
there is no basis of mutuality between the shippers and 


who hold the securities of the railroads. There 
appears to be no possible method save the very cumber- 
some one of taking testimony every whipstitch, by which 
to ascertain the actual parity between the rates and 
dividends, At the present time the railroads declare the 
former are too low and that the latter suffer. As a con- 
sequence the roads claim they have to curtail in exten- 
sions and in betterments to the detriment of their plants 
and equipment and with the probability of stagnation to 
traffic at seasons when the hauling becomes stimulated. 
The consumer interposes his interests and declares that 
the roads in advancing rates would afford excuse, even 
if not justification, for an increase in prices to cover the 
increased shipping charge. These are all factors that 
should be harmonized. The problem is made even more 
intricate through the sense of responsibility the govern- 
ment is beginning to display in behalf of the investing 
public. 


those 


The subject of railroading in relation to government 
control should be treated in a broadly philosophical man- 
ner; the economics of all sides of the question should 
be harmonized. The control should be imposed in the 
government so that both as to rates and as to securities 
it would have the function of adequate authority. 

The is having all phases of 
the matter brought before it and the intent is to bring 
securities control under the Interstate Commerce 
hission or a similar body that may be created. It would 
be wise to have the entire subject centered in the com- 
mission, which through expert advice could establish the 
parity of any question that might arise. Regulation, 
combined with adjudication, is full of difficulties which 
arise chiefly from failure to consider the basic fact of 
the extent of federal interposition. This, as has already 
deen remarked, should be to clarify existing muddles 
brought about by diverse state laws and to establish the 
tight of the government to regulate the securities of the 
taads with the same freedom it controls the facts of 
farnings. Economically the two cannot be made co- 
dinate with the present method in force of having the 
s0vVernment in control in one field and the states in the 
other. This is opposed to common sense and railroad 
*xperience. If the government is to be successful in its 


securities commission 


Com- 
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activities in the field of transportation it must have the 
entire subject in hand. That is, broadly so. As to the 
particular facts of securities control such as relate to 
par or percentage valuation and overcapitalization versus 
conservative operation. and the like, these all might very 
well be taken up in instances and evolve a common rule 
in any given class of cases. At present the things 
mainly needed are confidence and co-operation. These 
factors should include the railroad managements, their 
security holders, the shippers and the public. The gov- 
ernment should not aim to have additional power in the 
field of transportation simply for the sake of power. Its 
only rightful office is to be helpful to all concerned. Cer- 
tainly it would appear that the railroads would greatly 
benefit through federal control and this they seem to 
appreciate. President Hadley and his associates will 
come to a conservative policy, but they will certainly 
advocate the synchronizing of conditions that are not 
now brought into the relation of federal control as they 
should be.—Baltimore (Md.) American. 


Lumber Men Discuss Weights 





The two-day session of lumber traffic men in Chi- 
cago this week, called under the auspices of the National 
Lumber Manufacturers’ Association, simmered down to a 
discussion of weights and weighing. This action was 
crystallized into a resolution instructing the representa- 
tives of the various lumber associations in attendance to 
submit to their organizations the question of proper 
weighing and the methods of ascertaining the same. It 
was pointed out that grading is done under association 
rules; that rates are largely within the control of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, but that there has been 
no standardization of weighing and check-weighing prac- 
tices; that scale, net and tare weights are showing vari- 
ations and that the practices in different sections of the 
country and on different roads are not uniform, thus 
leading to confusion and friction between carriers and 
shippers. 

The meeting, which was held in the green room of 
the Congress Hotel, was presided over by E. A. Bigelow 
of Bay City, Mich. , Leonard Bronson, who called the 
meeting as a result of the action taken by southern. lum- 
ber traffic men at a meeting in New Orleans last Novem- 
ber, was prevented from attending because of 
No permanent organization was effected. 


illness. 


PLEAD FOR CONTINUANCE OF FREIGHT SERVICE. 


Ala., February 10.—Leading business 
houses of this city have joined in a petition to the city 
council asking that no steps be taken towards requiring 
the Birmingham Railway, Light & Power Company to 
discontinue its freight service to merchants of Birming- 
ham and its environs. This is a result of the resolution 
introduced in the council calling upon the city attorney 
to investigate the right of the traction company to run 
freight cars over the city streets. This resolution was 
a club to bring the question of a five-cent fare between 
Ensley and Pratt City to a head. In their petition the 
merchants state that “most of us are not convenient to 
steam railroads, but we could not depend on them if we 
were, because their service is not in any way adapted 
to promptly delivering the goods we buy daily from the 
jobbers, commission merchants, packers, and wholesale 
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merchants, so that if this service is stopped we would 
have to depend upon drays for light goods, and trust 
to luck and steam railroads for heavy goods. Our ex- 
penses will, therefore, be greatly increased and our 
patrons, who number probably half the 
Greater Birmingham, will suffer much 
inconvenience, 


citizens of 
annoyance and 
The merchants and people in the heart 
of the city will not suffer, but all the other citizens in 
the greater city, who ought to have and do 
well-furnished stores as those in the heart of the city, 
will suffer tremendously.” The fare question, maintain 


the petitioners, should be settled upon its merits. 


have as 


House Passes Phelps Rate Bill 


Jefferson City, Mo., February 10.—The Phelps pas- 
senger rate bill, which seeks to force all the railroads 
of the state to charge an equal mile rate, irrespective 
of the distance traveled, has been passed by the House 
by a vote of 120 to 11. The measure carries an emer- 
gency clause which will make it effective at once should 
it also pass the Senate. 

The House has also passed the Houston bill com- 
pelling all steam and electric roads operating in Missouri 
to incorporate under the laws of this state. This act, 
it is stated, if approved by the Senate, will force a re- 
issue of stock of most of the railroads of the state and 
may entail considerable expense to the 


corporations 
affected. 





CHANGES DATE OF TAP LINE ARGUMENTS. 


Washington, D. C., February 10.—Announcement 
been madé that the date of 


has 
the final arguments in the 
tap line cases has been postponed from March 15 and 16 
to April 13 and 14. Briefs must be in by March 27 and 
reply briefs to the arguments of law may be filed at the 
time of the final argument. There will be no reply briefs 
to the briefs for the individual tap lines. These briefs 
are expected to be merely a resumé of the facts pertain- 
ing to each line and are limited to ten pages each. 


Southwest Asks Legislative Relief 


Wichita, Kan., February 10—The Southwest will: 
seek relief from what it deems an unfair adjustment 
of transportation charges by statutory change, according 
to John L. Powell, president of the Johnston-Larimer 
Dry Goods Company, who recently attended a conference 
of southwestern shippers and senators at Washington. 

“Owing to the shortness of the present session of 
Congress it has been deemed inadvisable to make any 
fight for rate legislation this winter,’ said Mr. Powell, 
who was chairman of the shippers’ committee in Wash- 
ington. “We held a conference with Senators Bristow 
of Kansas, Gore of Oklahoma, Cummins of Iowa, Gray- 
bill of South Dakota, Culberson of Texas and numerous 
congressmen. In this conference we were advised not 
to undertake any legislation during the short session. 

“However, we were advised to plan some bill which 
will give us the relief desired. This bill is to be pre- 
sented to Congress next December. The requirements 
of this bill are to be determined by a large meeting of 
southwestern shippers some time next fall. This meet- 
ing may be held in Wichita. 

“This fight is the same one that we have been wag- 
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ing for years. The shippers of the Southwest want q 
new system of basing rates so that they can take advyap. 
tage of the cheap water haul from Atlantic seaboard ter. 
ritory to the Southwest, via the Gulf.” 


AVERAGE CARLOADING SHOWS DECLINE. 

Average carloading on the Burlington system for las 
month showed a falling off of about 1,400 cars, or 
cent from the figurés of the first month in 1910. Ove, 
half this loss was in coal. Lumber and grain also cop. 
tributed to the decline, while there was a small increase 
in live stock traffic. Despite this, the loading on th 
road held up well, while that from connections showed 
a marked falling off. It is expected that the storms oj 
the last few days will aid in swelling the coal tonnage 
for the present month, 


Craffic World Changes 


James Bloomingdale has been elected chairman 0 
the Middle States Freight Association, vice C. W. Bulle 
resigned on account of ill-heaith. S. J. Hoole 
elected secretary. 


] l per 


has been 


G. A. Prugh, for the last three and one-half years 
assistant to Traffic Director H. C. Barlow of the Chicago 
Association of Commerce, has been elected secretary of 
the board of commerce of Bay City, Mich. 

The office of the ‘assistant general freight agent 
the Frisco lines at New Orleans, La., has been moved 
from 424 Goodwyn Institute to 1424-1429 Exchange Build 
ing. 


Ol 


Willard N. Sweeney of Bay City has been appointed 
secretary Of the Michigan railroad commission, vice San 
uel Kelly, resigned. 

Halford Erickson of Superior has been reappointe4 
a member of the Wisconsin Railroad Commission by 
Governor McGovern. Mr. Erickson has been a member 
of the board since its organization in 1906. 

E. T. Winchell has been appointed assistant genera 
passenger agent of the National Railways of Mexico and 
its subsidiaries, the Interoceanic Railway of Mexico, Vera 
Cruz & Isthmus Railroad and the Pan-American Railwa) 
with headquarters at Mexico City. 

C. L. Glasgow has been re-elected chairman of thé 
Michigan railroad commission. 

Allison Mayfield has again been chosen chairman 0 
the Texas railroad commission. 

Governor Tener of Pennsylvania has sent the name 
of Professor Milton J. Brecht to the Senate for confirma 
tion as a member of the state railroad commission, vic 
John Y. Boyd, resigned. 


W. F. Paton, who was appointed general passensge! 


agent of the National Railways of Mexico the first of the 
year, was born in 1870 and received his education in the 
public schools of New York. He entered railway service 


when seventeen as a stenographer in the purchasing de- 
partment of the Mexican National Railroad at New York. 
He transferred to the traffic department under the se 
eral eastern agency in 1888 as stenographer and clerk, 
was made contracting freight agent the next year, se” 
eral eastern agent April, 1897, and general eastern agéet! 
of the National lines of Mexico in May, 1904. July, 
1908, he was appointed general agent of the National 
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Railways of Mexico and in 1909 was brought to Mexico 
City as assistant general passenger agent of the system 
and its allied lines. 

F. D. Hurst has been appointed general agent of the 
New York Central Lines, viz.: Lake Erie & Western, 
Northern Ohio and Fort Wayne, Cincinnati & Louisville 
railroads, with headquarters at Pittsburg, Pa., vice B. J. 
Torbron, promoted. 

G. W. Benus has been appointed commercial agent 
of the Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific Railway 
Company, with headquarters at Cincinnati, O., vice J. B. 
Claneey, deceased. 


CONSIDER UNIFORMITY IN RULES. 

Meetings have been held during the last few days 
in Chicago by the various classifications committees at 
which the recommendations of the Committee on Uni- 
Classification, as submitted to the three major 
bodies in the form of special reports, have been taken 
up with a view of incorporating them in the different 
classifications, It is understood that favorable action 


has been taken on a large number of these recommenda- 
tions. : 


form 


LEASE REFERRED TO ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

Atlanta, Ga., February 10.—The question of the can- 
celation of the lease between .the state-owned Western 
& Atlantic and the Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis 
railways has been referrefl by Governor Brown to the 
attorney-general. The state railroad commission, as re- 
ported on page 136 in the issue of THe TRAFFIC WoRLD 
for January 21, 1911, recently referred the matter to 
the governor. 













Sell The OIL TRADE 


Some 1,100 Independent Oil Jobbers and 
Refiners and nearly 10,000 Oil Producers in 


this country are Constantly in the market for 





Steel Tanks Tank Cars 
Pipe Boilers 
Hose Steam and 
Hose Couplings Gas Engines 
Belting Chemicals 







You can reach this big and growing market 
ONLY through 


The National Petroleum News 


Representing Independent Oil Men 


Rose Building Cleveland, Ohio 
Employ it as (OUR Salesman. 








Write Us. 


THE TRAFFIC WORLD AND TRAFFIC BULLETIN 




























































POSITION WANTED 


by expert TRAFFIC MAN. Eleven years’ 
experience with large manufacturing concern. 
First-class references from present employers 


and prominent Traffic men. 


P-203, TRAFFIC WORLD, Chicago 





TRAFFIC MANAGER 


Now employed, wants position with 
large industrial concern where ability 
willhave greater scope. Have had broad 
experience and can furnish best of ref- 
erences. 
H-25 TRAFFIC WORLD 
CHICAGO 





Northwestern University 


School of Commerce 
Cor. Lake and Dearborn Streets, Chicago 


EVENING COURSES IN 


TRANSPORTATION 


(1) COURSE IN INTERSTATE COMMERCE LAW. 
Friday evenings, 7-9. Open to new members after 
February 6th, 1911. Close study and discussion 
- Po Interstate Commerce cases and court de- 
cisions. 

(2) COURSE IN RAILROAD RATES AND RATE- 
MAKING. Tuesday evenings, 7-9. Class may be 
entered now by special arrangement—new term 
begins February 6th, 1911. An experienced tariff 
and traffic man explains and leads the discussion 
of classification, territorial divisions, and problems 
in rate-making. 

(3) COURSE IN THE LAW OF LOSS AND DAM- 
AGE CLAIMS. Wednesday evenings, 7-9. New 
term February 6th. Based on a study of decided 
cases, reports of which are used as text-books. 








FREE LECTURES. Visitor’s ticket admittin 
session of each class issued on request. Special 
describing the courses in detail mailed free. 

AN OPPORTUNITY for men employed during the day 
to gain a scientific knowledge of traffic and transportation 
by systematic, thorough study. 

TUITION: Single course of 16 weeks, $15; two courses, 
$25; three courses, $35. 

OTHER COURSES offered are: Finance, Stocks, Bonds 
and Investments, Commercial Law, Accounting, Re- 
sources, Economics, Advertising, Languages. 
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Directory of Transfer A gents, Freight Forwarders, 
Warehousemen, Custom House Brokers, ete. 
















































- CATHCART TRANSFER | UNION TRANSFER & OMAHA VAN & ‘8TOR. 
& STORAGE CO. | STORAGE CO. AGE CO. 
| ATLANTA, GA. | INDIANAPOLIS, IND. OMAHA, NEB. 








BALTIMORE TRANS- ADAMS TRANSFER » PHILADELPHIA WARE- 


a FER CO. : nage ey HOUSE CO. 
| ght & Lombard Sts. | 22 _ 
| BALTIMORE, MD. _ KANSAS CITY, MO. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





GREANEY BROS. | CALIFORNIA WARE- | PROVIDENCE WARE- 


88 N. sth St. | HOUSE CO. | HOUSE CO. 
| BROOKLYN, N. Y. _ LOS ANGELES, CAL. _ PROVIDENCE, R. L. 














Cc KLES TRANS. 9} | ) | —sCTHE COLORADO 

eee CO. | COMMERCIAL WARE- | TRANSFER & STORAGE 
217-219 W. ad St. | HOUSE CO. | co. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO | | LOS ANGELES, CAL. §| | PUEBLO, COLO. 














+>) sean: 2 chee 
| CLEVELAND STORAGE | PATTERSON TRANS- ; BOWMAN TRANSFER &. 
| co | FER CO | & W. CO. 
| ; | 708 E. Main St. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO | MEMPHIS, TENN. RICHMOND, VA. 








STORAGE CO. F. A. WALSH & CO. STORAGE CO. 


goo S. 6th St. 
COLUMBUS, OHIO | ST. JOSEPH, MO. 


MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


BUCKEYE TRANSFER & | BROWN TRANS. & 











DENVER, COLO. 


‘ese Li oe 
ee ee a o> Ss 
See sn 


a 


THE BENEDICT WARE- cr MINN. TRANS. & STOR- - SEATTLE TRANSFER 
| HOUSE & TRANS. CO. | AGE CO. co. 
15th and Welton Sts. | 122 S. sth St. SEATTLE WASH. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 








DENVER TRANSIT & | THE PECK & BISHOP | GEORGIA LIGHTERAGE 


WAREHOUSE CO. | co. | & TRANSFER CO. 
DENVER, COLO. | NEW HAVEN, CONN. | SAVANNAH, GA. 
| 








WARWICK - THOMSON | AMERICAN STORAGE & 
E. 8. BELDEN & SONS Co. | MOVING CO. 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 





HARTFORD, CONN. 654-660 West 34th St | 
NEW YORK | 




























| HARRISBURG TRANS- SOUTHWEST TRANS. - THE TOLEDO WARE- 











FER CO. | FER & STORAGE CO. HOUSE CO. 
Pennsylvania Depot OKLAHOMA CITY, 1309-19 Lagrange Street. 
HARRISBURG, PA. OKLA. TOLEDO, OHIO 
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Directory of Transfer Agents, Freight 
Forwarders, Warehousemen, Custom 


THE TRAFFIC WORLD AND TRAFFIC BULLETIN 


House Brokers, etc. 





BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 


MERCHANTS’ WAREHOUSE COM- 
PANY. Sto transfer and fer- 
warding. The Quackenbush Company. 





BUFFALO, N. Y. 


BUFFAI TORAGHR & CARTING 

Co., 3 seneca St. “Uns 
facilitiee’ . storing, handling, trans- 
ferring and forwar goods. Tele- 
phone No, 683 





CHICAGO, ILL. 


JUDSON FREIGHT FORWARDING 
CO., INC., 443 Marquette Bidg. Car- 
load distribution to all oe at 
Chicago without teams; L. C. L. ship- 
ments of machinery forwarded at re- 
duced rates to all principal western 
and Pacific Coast points. 


MIDLAND WAREHOUSE & TRANS- 
FER CO., 48d and Robey Sts. Belt 
line warehousing and reshipping with- 
out teams. Carloads received rail or 
lake and reshipped rail, L. C. L., at 
Chicago rates. Insurance rate, 29c. 


G. W. SHELDON & CO., Monadnock 
Block. Import and export freight con- 
tractors, warehousemen and insurance 
agents; custom house brokers and 
custom house attorneys. 





DALLAS, TEX. 


W. M. EDWARDS, JR., 113 Austin 8t. 
General transfer and forwarding 
agent; reshipping; storage; ware- 
house. Carloads or less consigned to 
our care will be delivered promptly. 





DETROIT, MICH. 


EK FERGUSON CO., LTD., foot of 
Fourth St. Authorized ens 
for the MICHIGAN = 
co. eral cartage and tt R 


a attention to carload distribu- 


THE READING TRUCK CO., 6th and 
Congress Sts. Authorized cartage 
agents for the Wabash and Canadian 
Pacific railways and for the Anchor 
Line steamers. Special attention given 
to distribution of carload freight for 
two or more parties. Merchandise de- 
livered as ordered. 





ELMIRA, N.Y. 


ELMIRA STORAGD & SUPPLY CO. 
General storage, transferring and for- 
wardi Warehouses accessible to all 
railroads. Prompt service. 





KANSAS CITY, MO. 


K, o M. Fd es Co., Ninth and 
— oapernee with all roads en- 


Cari s ~ distributed and re- 
shipped. 

Track capacity, eight cars a day. 

Low insurance, prompt, satisfactory 
service. 

Bonded in accordance with state laws. 


LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


i“ ANGELES TRANSFER CO., 830 
8. Broadway. Baggage and freight 
distribution; “consignments and car- 
loads our specialty. Established 1886. 





LOUISVILLE, KY. 


LOUISVILLE PUBLIC WAREHOUSE 
COMPANY, INC. Import and export 
freight contractors, transfer and re- 
shipping agents, custom house brok- 
ers. Bonded and free warehouses. 





ST. LOUIS, MO. 


ASHLEY WAREHOUSE CO. Bonded 
and general a Drayage facili- 
ties. Cars promptly handled. Custom 
house entries attended to. Insurance 
18c. Track connections. 


BONDED EXPRESS & TRANSFER 
CO. Distributors of bulk shipments, 
— or less. Consignments so- 
cit 





SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH. 


A. STIEFEL oeaeen TRAN 
615 Tribune Bidg. 
and distributing 
tribution our 
prompt. Estab 





SCRANTON, PA. 


WAREHOUSE co. 
pine mn storage, transfer and for- 

railroad a The Quack- 
perm hoo. proprieto: 





WILKESBARRE, PA. 


MERCHANTS’ WAREHOUSE CO. 
Storage, transfer and forwarding. The 
Quackenbush Ce. 
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Who Must Keep 


Up to the Minute 


The Daily 
Traffic World 


Samples 





on Request 


The Traffic Service Bureau 
126 Market St. 


CHICAGO 
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YOU DONT HAVE TO BE A LAWYER 


THE TRAFFIC WORLD AND TRAFFIC BULLETIN 


To Be a Successful Traffic. Man, 
BUT— 
You must be grounded in a knowledge of commerce law 


Not, of course, the minute, technical knowledge of the traffic 
attorney, but a broad general understanding of the principles that are 
fundamental in the construction and interpretation of our statutes govern- 
ing interstate commerce. Complex methods of doing business, methods 
undreamed of by our forefathers, have made necessary much legislation 
that the successful traffic man of to-day must know. 


It is this knowledge that is one of the distinguishing features between a 
traffic manager and ? shipping clerk. 


To give this broad knowledge of the law, this general but accurate 
survey of the entire field of commerce legislation, there is one work 
whose supremacy has never been disputed. That is 


“Hutchinson on Carriers” 


Since its first appearance it has been recognized as the one work 
authoritatively treating the entire field. It has been revised and brought 
thoroughly down to date. The latest edition, the third, retains all the 
essential features of the previous editions, but has been revised and 
enlarged to cover the many new developments since the appearance of 
the second edition- 


Don’t bis think a work that has been able to hold the lead since 
1879 should be in your Ausiness library? 


** Hutchinson on Carriers” is divided into fifteen chapters, contains 
1446 sections (1,000 of which have been revised or rewritten), deals with 
11,000 cases (6,000 of which have been added since the second edition) 


and 30,000 citations. 
3 Volumes, $18.00 net. 


The Traffic Service Bureau 


603-5 Westory Building 126 MARKET STREET 
Washington, D. C. Chicago, Ill. 














